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| The Stumbling-Stone, and Rock of Offence, &c. 


P Am about a oy fu the Greateſt We;ght, though thought 
- more eaſie by the Eye that ſees »ot the things of God which 
are Spiritually Diſcerned, Viz, Chriſt Feſus, the Power 
of God, and the Wiſdom of God, as he hath been ( andis ) 
in all Ages both to Few and Gentile a Rock, of Offence , and a 
Stone of Stumbling. | 
' To Manifeſt j to the Underſtanding of the Simple, 7 ſhall 
few | 7 ESTER BT: 
" Firſt, What Chriſt Teſus is z © 
' Secondly, What the Stumbling-ſtone, and Rock of Offence ? 
Thirdly, How he hath been ( and is) the Rock of Offence, and 
Stone of Stumblin g both fo Jew and G entilein all A _ & 
Fourthly, Pherefore it. hath been ( and & Y ſoin all The! ? Or 
the Reaſon of the thing, | ON 
Fifthly, 1hat's the Ent of the Lord in all, or his Deſogn there- 
in? 
Firſt, What Chriſt Teſus is ? es 
Anſw. And hexe it may feEm ſtrange that 7 put forth ſuch a 
Queſtion as rhz5 ; and preterid.to Anſwer it as a thing of great- 
et Warght ; ſeeing that every One Profeſſes Him im Words, and 
that they believe in his Name. But before 7 have done, it 
will Appear a thing of as great Weight as 7 have ſaid ; and as 
hard a thing to know his Name, or to belieye-therein; © 
_Fuft, then, 'C briſt Tefus is the Power 0 God, ind the {dom 
of Ged., and this is that wiltch./ ſaid before ,. ard which Paul 
[pake as aforeſaid, 1 { of. '. 24, Even the Wiſdows of, God mma 
Voter ; . Even the hidden Wiſdom which God Ordained before the 
World unto Our Glory : Which noxe of the Printes of this World, 
kiew.; for bad they knows. it, theymould not have Crucified the 
dof Glory, 1. Cor. 27,8 The'/Wyſery which hath'beew hM 
Ages and from Generations, butn0w is maite. Manzftff to bs 
Saints, 'To whom God would wakg kniwvon, what is the Riches of 
*Y +'2vad w4Acatd vo & of > s "*F F : : R & the 
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the Glory of this te Miſtery among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt in 
You the hops of Glory, Whom We Preach, Warning Every Man in 
all wiſdom, that VVe may preſent Every Man verſe 1n Chriſt F I 
ſus, wherennte I alſo labour , ſtriving, according to his workgng 
which worketh in me Mightily, Col. x, 26,29,28,29, ; 
Now, whoſoever comzth to know his to be the Wiſdome of 
Gad, muſt com? to xnow this Miltery which hath been bid from 
Apes and; Generations, and this Miſtery [| iz ] them, and what 
is the Riches -of- the Glory of this Miltery [ i» ] them, which 
hata been hid from Ages and Generations, 4. is now made m- 


But, whom ſay ye that I am ? ( (aid Chriſt to his Diſciples, Mat, 
6.15.) And Simon Peter anſwered and ſaid, Thou art Chri 
the Son of the Living God, Aud Jeſus anſwered and ſaid #1nto him, 
' Bleſſed art thou Simon Bar-jonah, for fleſh and blood hath mt re. 
vealed it unto Thee, but my Father which is in heaven, Aud 1 
fay alſo unto Thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this Rock will 
build my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, 
And I mill give unto thee the Keyes of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
. and whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth ſhall fx, woe? in Heaven, 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt looſe on Earth, ſhallbe looſed in Heaven, 
| | Verf. 16,x7,18,19. 
| And he is the Power of God, The Goſpel of Chriſt is the Power 
of God unto Salvation, to Every One that believeth, to the Fen 
firft, and alſo to the Gentile ;, for therein is the Righteouſutſs of 
God Revealed from Fauh to Faith; as it is written, The Juſt ſha 
live by Faith, Rom. 1. 16,17. ' 
Now the Power of God, is the Goſpel of God, and the Goſpel 
of God is (Chriſt Feſww, the Power of God, and the Wiſdomof 
Ged; and this Chriſt is | 7 ] You, except ye be Reprobates, Knm 
3e not that (Chriſt is | in | Tou Except ye be Reprobates , 2 Cor. 
13.5, AndChrift being [ zn | You who is the Power of God,and © 
the Wiſdom of God , is 1t not a great Miſtery that you know biw 
1 not ; Even a Miſery hid from Ages, and Generations, but 
F- \ ow made manifeſt ? And the Goſp?7 being the Power of Gul 
. unto Salvation, and Chriſt Feſws the Goſpel of God, 1 Theſ.2.g, 


| Is it not a wonderful thing, that people ſhould not Know hw 
| who ſtandin Need of Salvation, when as he is [ 1n ] them, and 
| they profeſs him ? But he is the Power of God unto A to 
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nife(t to his Saints. Viz. Chriſt [ 14 | them the hope of Glory, 
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WE Fry One ( evcly ) who believe in þ5\Name , and unto: ſuch 
mel) Whether Tri or Gentile 18 the Reghteouſneſs of God (Chriſt 
ſw) which is in the Goſpel revealed from Faith to Faith, He 
thet harh ſees me hath ſeen the Fatber , ſaid (briſt to Philip, 
ghn17.19. | 
Ps, , Heis che Light of the #orld ; thetrue Light that 
lghteth Every Man that comer into the World, John 19, In 
mom Was Life,and the Life was the Light of Men: and the 
Lyght ſhineth in Darkyeſs , but the Darkyeſs comprehended it 
wm, By whom all things were made , and without whom was 
not avy thing made that was made : who was in the beginning 
with God ; who was With God ; who was God. The ſame which 
yin the beginming ; Which was with God ; which was God:; 
which was made Fleſh , and dwelt among #s (ſaid the Hpoſtle) 
and we beheld his Glory , the Gloryas of the onely begotten of 
the Father full of Grace and Trath, ow I, 1,2,3,4,5,14. Of 
mach John came for a Wuneſs ; (the Man that was lent from 
Gd, whoſe Name was John ) to bear Witneſs of the Light, 
tal Men through him might believe ; who was not dar 
\ If Lightbut was ſent to bear Witneſs of that Light, wverſ.6,7,8. 
' B bit lar the Light of the World (ſaith Chrift, John 8. 12.) be 
\ Wl the foloweth me ſhall not walk, in Darkpeſs , but ſhall have 
th Light of Life : And, this is | the] Condemnation,that Li ght us 
C1 the World , and Men love Darkyeſs rather then Light, 
Kearſe their Deeds are Evil ; for Every One that doth Evil hateth 
f te Light ; neither cometh to the Light leaſt his Deeds ſhould be 
, MW rarmed ; but he that doth Truth cometh tothe Light , that bus 
j Piet may be made manifeſt that they are wrought in Ged, Joh. x3. 
c 929,21. And ye will not come unto me (ſaith he to the Phari- 
» RB /#John 5.40.) that ye might have Life ; And in him was Life, 
, Waithe Life was the Light of Men, That was the rae Light 
J-. "+ Every Man which cometh into the World,as afore= 
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4 had hi Light is [within] The Light of the Body is the Eye ; 
tbr Eye be ſingle thy whole body is full of L:ght ; but if 

o Nags $0 5 
bf Eye be Evil , thy whele body ſhall be full of Darkyeſs, If 
berefore char Light that is [i»] you be Darkpeſs, how great is 
Darkneſs > Mar,6,23. But ye Brethren are not in Dark- 
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Children of Light, and the Children of the Day ; .We are no 
of the Night ; nor of Darkzeſs, 1 Theſ. 5.4,5. For jewere 
fometimes Darkneſs, but now are ye Light [zz] the Lord, Walk 
as Children of the Light, Epheſ.5.8. And God who hath Come 
manded the Light to f 1. out of Darkxeſs ; hath ſhmed [:] our 
hearts to give the Light of the Knowledge of God [1] the face 
of Feſu Chriſt, 2 Cor.4.6, And'I will give hinz for a Covenan 
to the People ; for a Light to the Gentiles ; To open the Blind 
Eyes; to bring out the Priſoners from the: Priſon ; and them 
that ft [i] Darkneſs out of the Priſex houſe, Iſa.42.6,7. To 
give Light to them that fit in Darkyeſs, and the ſhadow of 
Death,and to guide our feet iz the Way of Peace, Luke 1.79, 
Now, the Z:ght is that which makes manifeſt every thing, 
For all things that are reproved are made manifeſt by the Light, 
For, whatſoever doth makg manifeſt is Light ; Thereforebe 
ſaith, Awake thou that ſleepeſt , and Ariſe ; the Dead, and 
Chriſt ſhall give thee Light , Epheſ. 5.13, Therefore Tudgen- 
thing before the t:972,until the Lord come who both will ; 
to Light the hidden things of Darkzeſs, and will make maniſet 
the Counſells of the hearts, and then ſhall every man have 
Praiſe of God, 1 Cor.4.5, And I ſaw No Temp!: therein, for tie 
Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, are the Temple of it, Am 
the City had no need of the Sun, neither of the Moone to ſhnen 
it ; for the Glory of God did Lighten it ; and the Lamb rt 
Tigh thereof. And the Nations of them which are ſud ſd 
walk in the Light thereof , and the Kings of the Earth dv ug 
their Glory, and Honour into it, And to Gates thereof ſhdlw 
be ſhut at all by Day,for there ſhall be no Night there. - And thy 
ſhall bring the Glory ,, and Honour of the Nations into tt; An 
thereſhall in no wiſe enter into 1t any thing that defileth meth 
whatſoever worketh Abomination , Or maketh a Lie , by'thf 
which are written 1n the Lamb's Book! of Life : This John I 
Revel. 21,22, to thzend, And there ſhall be no Night thin, 
and they need 19 Candle , neither Light of the Sun; for th 
Lord God giveth them Light ; and they ſhall Reign for Evo al 
Ever, Revel.22.5. | Le Mt 
Thirdly, He is the Prence of Peace, For uno Ws rg 
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veſs that that ny ſhould overtake you as a Thief: ye are all the | 
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"W Ins, into 5 4 Sons given, and his Name ſhall be called Wondey. 
fl Connſellor , the Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father , the 
Prince of Peace ; of the. encreaſe of his Government and Peace 
there ſhall be no End;upon the Throne of David, and upon his K ing 
daw to Order it, and to Effabliſh it with Judgement, and wth 
ſufice from henceforth Even for Ever, 1(.9.6,7. And, Peace 1 
luve with you, My Peace I groe unto you; Not as the World give 
IPhace unto you, Jonn 14. 27. And, theſe things have I ſpoken 
wee you that [11 | me ye might have Peace, in the World ye ſhall 
beve Tribulation , but be of good Cheer I have Overcome the 
#mld, John 16.33. | 
Now thu Peace 1s [wihin,] Be careful in othing,but tn Eve. 
nthing by Prajer , and Supplication, and Thanksgrving,let your 
Wy be made known anto God, And the Peace of God which 
th all Underſtanding ſhall keep your hearts, and Minds through 
(brit Tefwr, Phil.4.6,7. And this Man ſhall be the Peace, 
when the Aſjr:a» ſhall come into Owr Land, and when he ſhall 
tead in Owr Pallaces, then ſball Ye raiſe againſt him ſeven 
Hepherds, and Erght Principal Mer, and they ſhall waft the 
Land of Aſſyria Nith the Sword, and the Land of Nimrod in 
the Emtrances thereof. Thus (hall he Deliver Xs from the Aſy- 
nes when he cometh into Owr Land, and when he treadeth 
vithin Our Borders, Mic.5.5,6. And the Lord ſaith of Levi, 
thy Covenant was with him ,, of Life and Peace, and I gave 
thew to him for the fear wherewuth be feared me, and was fraid 
my Name, Mal. 2.5, And 1 Create the Fruit of the Lips 
ath the Lord) Peace, Peace, to him that ts afar off , and to 
bm that is near,ſaith the Lord; and 1 will heal him, Iſa.57.19. 
nd 1 will alſo make their Officers Peace, and their Exattors 
Righteenſreſs, Iſa. 60.17, And, behold 1 will Extend Peace to 
ber_like « River, and the Glory of the Gentiles like a Flowing 
frraw; then ſhall ye ſuck,, Ye ſhall be born on her ſides, and be 
{6 Uandled upon ber Knees , Iſa. 66. 12. And, Ton now therefore 
lon W dvr ſorrow, but Twill ſee you again, and your heart ſhall Rejoyce ; 
Nader Jo no Man taketh from you, John 16.22. I1|:n] them, 
vol i 8 thou [17] mee, that they may be made Perfett in One, and thas 
; WW ReHerid may know that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt Loved theme 
this beſt Loved me, Father I will that they alſo whom _ 
A X Þ | 
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haſt given me , be with m? where I am, that they may behold ny 
Glory whith thou haſt grven me ; for thou Lovedſt me fromthy 
Fonndation of the World, O Righteous Father the World bath me 
kza»wn met, but Thave known thee, and theſe have known that thg 
haſt ſent me ; and I have declared .unto them thy Name , and nil 
Declare it ; that the Love wherewith thou haſt Loved me may by 
[in] them, and I [in them, John 17.23,24,25 ,26, | 

Foxrthly , He 1s the King of Righteouſneſs, For, this Mil. 
ehiſedeck, Prieſt of th: miſt high God, who met Abraham con 
from the ſlaughter of the Kings, and bleſſed him , to whom alþ 
Abraham gave a Tenth part 7 all, Firſt, being by Interpretatin 
= of Righteouſneſs ; and after that alſo King of Salem which 
% King of Peace, Heb. 7.1,2. And thou art a Prieſt for Eun 
after be Order of Melchiſedeck,, Pal. 110.4. 

Now the R:ghreouſneſs of God is revealed from Faith to 
Faith, az it is Witten , The Fuſt ſhall live by Faith , but the 
Wra:h of Ged is revealed from Heaven. againt all Knrightee- 
weſs, and Ungodlineſs of Men,who hold the Trath in Marighte. 
exſneſs + Becauſe that which is to be known of God is manifef 
[iz] them, for God hath ſhewn it wats them, For the Imvfbl 
things of hi» from the Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, 

ing underſtood by the things that are made, Even his Etemal | 
Power and Godhead, ſo that ths are Without Excuſe. Becaule 
that when they knew God they Glorified hi#7 not as God neithies 
were thankful, but became Yarn in their Imaginations , and 
their fooliſh hart was Darkned. Profefling rhewſelves tobe 
Wiſe they b:came fools ; and changed the Glory of the Incer- 
raptible God , into an Jmage made like to Corruprible 
Min, and to Birds, and four footed Beaſts, and to Creq- 
ing things. Wherefore God gave them up alſo to Wnclearms, 
through the /uſts of their Own hearts, to Diſhonour ther 
Own bodies between themſelves , who changed the Trath of 
God into a Le, and Worſhipped and ſerved the Creatare mole 
then the Creator, who is Bleſſed for Ever,Rom.1.17, to the 26, 
And the Righteouſneſs which is of Faith, ſaith,on this wiſe, Say 
not in thine heart,who ſhall aſcend into Heaven ? (thatist0 
bring ( hrift from above) Or, who ſhall Deſcend into the Dep? 
that is, to bring up Chriſt from the Dead, . But what ſaith it? 
The word is nigh thee [ in) thy mouth, and [i] thy heart ; which 
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is ihe Ford of Fauh which te Preach, That if thew (halt con- 
{eſs with cþy mouth the Lord Jeſus,” and ſhalt believe in ry 
hearts that God hath raiſed hs from the Dead, thox thalt be 
ſaved, For, With the heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs, 
1nd. with the Mouth Contefſion is made unto Salvation, For 


hamed ; for there is No Difference between the Few and the 
. reh,; for the ſame Lord Over all is rich unto all that call up- 
; an his ; for whoſoever ſhall call upon the Name of the Lord 
' | fhaltbe ſaved. How then ſhall chey call on him in whom they 
" | hve not believed ? and how ſhall they believe in him of 
5 | vhomthey have not heard ? and how ſhall chey hear withouc a 
t BM Preacher ? and how ſhall they Preach Except they be ſent ? as 

tis written, how _ ul are - feet of them -_— Preach the 
t Wl Goprlof Peace , and bring glad tydings of prod things ? but the 
de = all obeyed the Gel. For Elf Caith, Lord whohath 
/- BW iirved Our Report ? So then Faith cometh by hearing , and 
G = fewrirgby the Ford of God, Bur 1 ſay,have they not heard? 
i Wl Ye, Verily, their ſound went unto all the Earth; and their 
WY yards unto the Exd of the Yor!d. But 1 ſay, Did not 1[-ae! 
a, I now? Fuſt, Moſes ſaith, 1 will provokg you unto Fealouſic by 
al Wh them that are 10 People ;, and by a fooliſh Nation I will Anger you. 
ile Wl At {ſarah is very bold, and ſaith, 1 was found of them that 
ar t we not ; 1 was made manifeſt to them that acked not aftcr 
ul ve; but to Iſrael he ſaith, Al Day long 1 have ſtratched 
be foth my hand to a Diſobedient, and Gain-ſaying People, Rom, 10, 
"" i 6.tothe end. | 
ve W Fifibly, He is the Bleſſed, and ovely Potentate, God one- 
” I lywiſe, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, The Prixce of 

the Kings of the E i ; Who ozely hath Immortality, dwelling 
ul ihe Light which zo Man can Approach unto; whom vo Man 
th ſety, Or can ſee ; to whom be Honour, and Power Ever- 
fine, Amen. Who is Iwviſble, x Tim.6,15,. Rom. 16.27, 
6, If Revel: x.5. Who dwells [19] his People ; As God hath ſaid 
% Bl nl doell [1m] them, and walk [in] them; and I will be their 
0 i 6%, ad they ſhall be my Pecple , 2 Cor.6.16, Who ftandeth at 
pt be Door: and Knocks, Behold 1 ſtand at the Door and Knock, 
fa Man hear my Voice, and Open the Door, I mill come into] 


him, 


* | the Seriptwre ſaith , hoſorver believeth in him ſhall not be a- . 
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him, and will Sup with him , and be with me, Revel, 3, uy + 


| but choſen of God, and Precions ; they alſo a8 lively Stone 
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Whoſe People are [in] him; Whoſe Church is [7] God; o 
which he is the head ; The Church of the firſt born whoſe Namy 
are written [:z] Heaven ; Who are Redeemed from the Emth. | 
who follow him on White horſes ; Who are Cloathed in whin 

Linnen Fize and Clean; Who are not defiled with Women , A 

Glorious Church without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch thins 

which is all Glorious arr anc; Sion the Perfeltion of Bean, | 
The Ozely One of her that bare her , which is but Oxe; © who 

is all Fair,th2re's #0 Spot 1n her; The Bride the Lamb's Wike ; 

The holy City ; the New Jeruſaiem that comes down. from GN 

out of Heaven , prepared as a Bride alorned for her Hybawl. 

Jeruſalens tht is above, Which is Free , the Mother of ts all: 

A Choſ:n Generation ; A Royal Prieſthood ; A holy Nation; 

A Peculiar People ; Kings and Prieſts unto God ; The Chilly 
of the moſt high - The Sors an1 Daxghters of God . The bay 
not of Bload ; Nor the will of th2 Fleſh ; Nor of the wild 
Mas, but of God ; The Fl:{h of hi Fleſh , and Bore of his 
bone ; The [m1m-7:a! Generation Which call God Father , and Wn 
he them bs Children; who lives for Ever ; who is not aſhamed M v 
to be called their Gol; who hath preparzd for them a City;h 
Place of Habitations ; ACity of Habitation ; A {ure Foundz- 
tion ; A hidingplace from the flory ; A ſhadow from the hea, 
When the form of the terrible One ſhall be as a Blaſt againfth 
Wall ; The Shadow of a Rock in a Weary Land ; A Place of Ki 
fuge ; A ſure D2fence ; A high Tower, thou ſaveſi me fra 
mine Exemies; A Rock; The Muunition of Rocks ; Bread tha 
will not fail ; The Place that is higher thenT; The Wars 
Life ; The Stone ; the tryed ſtone ; The Corner Stone , Ell 
and Precious; the Stone which the Builders refuſed ; The beadif 
the (orner ; The Corner Stone; The living S.one , Th: Wattle: 
Truth, and the Life, Iam ſaith he ; The Door ; The Brand; 
The Root ; The Rox and off-fpring of David ; Thz Stone of þ 
ral, Tam; who is without b:ginving of Dayes , or Ext. 
Life ; who is of an Eternal Generation; who /verh for Eon, 
To whom coming as to a Living Stone, diſallowed indeed of Mi 
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built up a Spiritual houſe, an holy Prieſthood,to offer up Spiriud 
h Sane 


Fe 


aifers tcceptable to God by Jeſus Chrift ; The City into which 


+ Ml wiſe can Enter v5 thing that defierh ; Neither wharſe- 
os Wl ger wrrketh | Abomnation ,” 0: maketh a Lie ; but they thatare 
b, mwtinin the Lamb's book of Life ; who are not Redeemed with 


(uruptible things, as Silver and Gold, from their Vain Conver - 
> I fifion received by{ Traditon]from their Fathers ; but with the 
Hrcion? blood of Chriſt, as a Lamb without blemiſh,and with- 
ts, I cit5p#t ; Being born again not of Corrptible Seed, but of an 
ho Wl fuorrraptible, by the ord of God which {iveth and abideth for 
©. BN for. For all Fleſh zs graſs, ard all the Glory of Man as the 
oi Wl Hier of the Graſs; the Graſs withereth, and the Flower faleth, 
4. Wh forthe Word of the Lord Endureth for Ever, And this ts the 
11; MW mbwhbich by the Goſpel 1s Preached unto you, 
The Immortal! Word which abideth forever , which is able 
bu to ſave the Soul; Th: Law of the Lord which is Perfect cox- 
on Wl tening the Soul; The Teftimory of the Lord which is ſure 
Lot WW nibuy wiſe the heart ; The Statmtes of the Lord which are 
his wg Rejoycing the heart ;, The Commandment of thes Lord 
this Pure Enlightning the Eyes ; The fear of the Lord 
med Wl niichis clean Endrering for Ever ; The Tudgements of the Lord 
-A Wi ntich are rrme and Arghteous altogether; More to be deſired 


nds. WY then Gofd, yea then much fine Gold , ſweeter allo then the 
bes, Wl Hoey, and the Hoey Comb. 
7 The Heir of al things, by whom alſo the World was mait ; 


Tie Brightneſs of the Father's Glory ; The Expreſs Image of 
bs Perſon ; who, when he had by himſelf Purged Onr Sins, 


T > 


the Wt down on the Rrght hand of the Majeſty. on high ; who is 
or f M0: Fathſu! Witnels ; The firſt bzgotcen tiom the Dead ; who 
Ef MN loved fs and waſhed #s from Our Sins in his Own Blood, 


elif {made Kings and Priefts unto God , and his Father ; To 
5,thr Wo be Glory and Dominion for Ever and Ever, Amen. 
and; Whocometh with Clouds, and Every Eye ſhall ſee him, and 


thy alſo which Pierced him:, and all Kindreds of the Earth 
ll-Wiil becauſe of him, Amen, Who is Alpha, and Omega ; 
te Beginning, and the Exdirg, ſaith the Lord , which #&;* aid 
Mich was , and which'# to come ; the Almighty's Intmanutl 
WOUvith Xs; The C6114 born'; The Sow Given; Wordtrful 
ind Wi Omſelor, the Aighry Grd; the Ewerlaſting Father ; The Prince 


o 


of Peace . Of the Increaſe of whoſe Government and Peace, py 


4 


ſhall be no End; Uponthe T hroxe 0 David, ard upon his Ring, 
dom to Order it, -and Eſtabliſh it with Tuftice, and wich Fulgney, 
henceforth Even for Ever ; On Whoſe ſhoulder the Governngy 


lies. c 


The Morning Star, that hath the ſeven Spirits of God; and 
the ſeven Stars ; The Amen ; The Beginning of the C YouLion of 
God; The Son of God, that hath his Eyes like a flame of fre. 
and his feet are like unto fine Braſs ; Who holdeth the {en 
Stars in his right hand ; who walketh in the 2Gdft of the Sep 
Golden Candleſticks ; who hath the ſharp Sword with TwoBg, 
ges; Hethatis Holy; Hethatis True ; He that hath the&g 
of David ; He that Openeth and xo Man ſhutteth, and (hw 
and »o Man opereth.; thoſe Kingdom is an Everlaſtong Kige. 
dom2, and his Dominion that which ſhall zever have End; - 

The Head of Principalities and Powers, and gf Every, 
and of the Church; The Reſurrettion and the Life; The thu 
that cage Down from Heaven ; the Lizng Bread, which whyſs 
ever Farech ſhall never hanger ; the Water of Life, of which uh. 


foever Drinketh ſhall never thirſt again, 


The Word which was in the Beginning, which was with Gu, 


which was God, the ſame was in the Beginning with God; MW" 


things were made by h:»,, and without h1 was nothing mak 


— 


EE 3, 39” hh. it. I >. >. 


that was made ; In him Was Life, and the Life was the by Y 


of Men -. That was the true Light, that {ighteth Every Mar 


cometh into the VVorld, 
The King Eternal, Immortal, who /zveth for Ever, to wha 


be Glory and Praiſe, and Dominion for Ever ; VVhois abkirf 


ſave tothe uttermoſt, whoſoever Cometh to God by him, Whotw' 
ly is Werthy, to whom be Honour and Dominion Everlaſting 
Whoſe Throne is for Ever and Ever ; The Scepter of » 

Kingdom, is a Scepter of Righteouſneſs; Who hath loved f 

teouſneſs, and bated Iniquity, Therefore God,even bis Godhat 
Anoynted him with the Oyl of Gladneſs above his Fellows, wi 
was made /ir/4 lower than the Angels for the ſuffering of Deah 
and-is Crowned with Glory and Hononr, 
'. Who ſitteth at the Right hand of Ged, Making Interceſia 
for ts, Whois Oxr High Piteft; Who is 2 Frere 
| : Wt 


I 


fakos'; Who by On Offering, for Ever perfe&ed thofe-that 


eSmiifped ; Who aſcended far above all Heavens ; Who was 
wilenor after the Law of a Carnal Commandment, bur after 
the Fawer of an Endleſs Life ; Who is ſer down at the Right 
badof the Throne of the Majeſty in the Heavens : The Mini- 
frof the Sanftnary, which God hath pirche and not Han, who 
infacbfu!, and Merciful High Prieft in things pertaining to 
Gnl,tomake Reconciliation for the ſins of the People ; The great 
koh Prieft, who is paſſed into the Heavens; Feſres the Son of 
oF Who 1s not ſuch an H:gh Prieſt,as cannot be touched with 
tle feeling of Or Infirmities, but was in all things temped like 
g#eare,yert without ſr ; Who in that he himſelf hath ſuffered 
hg Tempted , he 18 able to ſuccour them that are Tempted ; 
Wi though he were a So, Yet learned he Obedience by the 
__ he Suffered ; and being made Perfe, became the 
of Eternal Salvationunto all them that Obey him : Cal- 
WofGod ro be an High Prieſt afrer the Order of Melchiſedeck , 
«mom 7 have many things to ſay, and hard to be Urttered ; 
hw come the Second 11918 without ſin unto Salvation. 
The Door, the Way, the Truth and the Life ; The New and 
Ling Way into the Holieſt ; The Only Name given under hea- 
my which Ye can be ſaved ; The Tabernacle which God hath 
Padb'd, and not Mar ; The Altar of which they have no Right 
Ear who ſerve the Tabernacle : An High Prieſt who is Holy, 
Wimwieſs, Undefiled, Seperate from Sinners, and made higher 
tan the Heavens ; who needeth not Dayly as thoſe High Prieſts 
offer up Sacrifices, firſt for his Own fins and then for the. 
"ple, for this he did Once when he offered up himſelf : For 
Wt Lap maketh Men High Priefts which have [afirmity ; but 
Wed of the Oath, which was fince the Law, maketh the 
who is Conſecrated for Evermore, - 
TheNew Covenant, the Law written inthe Heart, and the 
wr put in the 2mer Parts ; The Son Who is greater than the 
Wi, being made ſo much better than the Angels, as he hath | 
lWoiance obtained a more Excellent Name than they ; for | 
Which of the Angels ſaid he at any time,' Thow art my Son, 
Di have 1 begotten Thee ? And again, 1 will be to him a Fa- 
; and beſhall be tome @ Son: And again, When he bringeth 
_ | the 
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the Firſt Brgotten into the Warld, he ſaith, ' And let all the Aud 


a 


of God Worſhip him 5 'And of the Angels he ſaith, ho mayil 
his ra ex ſpirits, and his Miniſters a flame of fire ; but una 


Sor. he ſaith, Thy Throne O God Endareth for Ever : A $ 
of Ri ghreouſneſs is the Scepter of thy Kingdom ; Thou haſt lny 


Righteouſneſs, and hated Iniquity ; therefore God, Even thol 
bath Anomed T hee with the Oyl of Gladueſs above thy Fella: 


eAud thou. Lord'in the beginning haſt laid the Foundation of th 
Earth, *and the Heavens are the Works of thy hands, They 


Periſh but Thow Remaineſt ;' and they all ſhall wax old @ ahi 
Garment, and as a Veſture ſhalt thou fold thems up, and thy dif 


be Changed :. but T hou art the ſame, and thy Years ſhal wo fad 


. Butto which of the Angels ſaid be at any time, S:t on mynyjh : 


hand, until I make thixze Enemies thy Foorftool > Are they nd 
Miniſtring Spirits ſent forth for the good of chens, who (hallk 
He:rs of Salvation? Therefore We ougnt to take the mureey 

eft heed to the things that we have heard, leſt -at any timen 


ſhould let chews lip ; forif the Ford ſpoken by Angels was 


faſt, and Every Diſobedience received a juft Recompenet 
Reward, How (hall we Eſcape if we neglect ſo great Salvatin 
which at firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and was Can 

med unto Ms by then that heard him; God alſo bearingthy 


wuncſs both with Signs and Wonders, and with divers Mya 
- and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his Own vill 


For unto the eArgels hath he or put into Swbjeftion thei 
to Come, of which we ſpeak : but Oe in a certain place teftife 


Saying, What 1s Man that thou art Mindful of bim ? 0,0 


Son of Map that thou viſitedſt him ? Thou madeſt bim ali 


Lower than the Angels ; Thou ('rownedſt bim with Glay = 


Monur, and didft ſet hims Over the Works of thy hands; 

haſt put all things 1n Subjeftion under bis feet ; For in that 

all in Subjeftion, he left nothing that is not put under bim: 
' NoW we ſee not yet all things put under hims ; but we ſee Ji 


who was made /:rt/e Lower than the Angels, for the Suſleui 
of Death , Crowned with Glory and Honowr ; that be:byil 


Grace of God ſhould taſte Death for Every Man. For it bed 
h;m for whom are all things, and by whom are al thingy 


bringing waxy Sons unto Glory, to Make the Captain thi 


4 : ROT 0 NTT NRA __ ' 
* ” SE . ; nt. 72nd $ pI 1c FN cet We : _ 
HO = - 7 & 4 A Wat % To BOT EO ES EEC 0 {4 | » 


—_— A | 
el - Qlvition PerfeiZ through Safferings ; for both he that Saxttifieth, 
ll and they who are Sarnttified, are bothof Ore - for which Cauſe 
"Þ4is not aſhamed to call chem Brethren, ſaying, { will declare thy 
Name unto thy Brethren; In the Midſt of the Church will I fing 
Proſe unto thee : And again, 1willpur myTruſtin him ; And Be- 


alt Land the Children which God hath given Me, 


MM: So then chi is Chriſt Jeſus, in Anſwer to the firſt Queſtion. 


«.Ff 


- «The Second Queſtion 1s, What zs the Stumbling Stone, and Rock, 
| Offence? « 

-  Auſw. And here again as I ſaid before, this may ſeem a needleſs 
jeftion to be put before ſuch a Generation of Prefeſſors, who 
ave Each of them in their Day on iS to ſay, Every Profeſſion ) 
- gietended unto this ; and that rtherr Profeſiion hath been a Stum- 
Ming-fFone, and Rock of Offence, to that which hath been Againſt 
-&: And ſo it may be thought a Matter of /ttle Weight, Either to 
Hl putor Anſwer the Qzeſtion, . But as 7 ſaid of the Other, ſo / ſball 
- ſay of this, Thatirt is a Matter of azother manner of weight, and 
Wl before / have done it will be Manifeſted.” The ST#MBLING 


cell STONE then, and ROCK of OFFENCE, that hath been (and 
all it) in af Ages, both to Jew and Gentule,is Chriſt Feſus the Power of 


- God, and the Wiſdom of God, 


Wl - Some may ſay, How « that ? 


ral} 7 Anſwer, Not that he is ſo in himſelf, Or that he is ſet ſo of the 
WI Zrd, but as it falls out to be ſo by reaſon of that in Man, which 
-bEatred ſince the Fall, that raiſeth him up againſt that which is 


ld * the Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God to Deliver Man, Unto 


* which He is a Stumbling Stone and Rock of Offence, and is ſet ſo of 


"8 the Lord ; that is to ſay, that Man may not go on ſmooth in his 


fell hat leads him, as is uſual in;ſ#ch Caſes with Mer in ſur 


W 29 toDeſtruRion, but that there may be ſowerbing to ſtandin his 

» Way, for him to Stumble at, for to offend him, or tor him to go 4- 
"gant; that as a Mar Drowhie in the Dark, he may fall upon it, 

HF 0r-j4fe at it ; Or he may be firuckes by it, and ſo be may come to 
1 be Anke, and to Conſider where he is, and whither he is going, and 
a Condi- 


bf tion in the Outward. Therefore: the Lord ſaith, Behold I lay in 


: Sim a STUMBLING STONE, and ROCK of OFFENCE, and 
| whoſoever belicveth in him ſhall not be aſhamed, Rom. 9. 33. And 
| they tumbled at that Stumbling Stone, as ib is Written, as afore- 


ol fad, verſ, 32, 


2 #4 Now the Lord hath not laid him a STYMBLING STons il 


and ROCK of OFFENCE, that is to ſay , that he ſhould fohe 
for that purpoſe that Men might fall, and be broken ; but thy 
that which leads Mar into Death may ſtumble at it; and thy 
Max who is ied into Death may ſtumble at it; and ſeeing where 
he is, and Whither he is going, or being awakened by tha 
which ſtands in his Way to Deſtruction, and believing in the 
which ſhews him where he 1s, and ſtops his Career, and puts hw 
to Mind, he may be D:livered. Therefore he ſaith, whoſoever by, 
lieveth in hins ſhall not be aſhamed : So that the want of believingin 
him whom the Lord hath laid in Swou a STHMBLING STONE, 
and ROCK of OFFENCE, that whoſoever believerh in hith ſhall w 
be aſhamed. ; is the Ground why he # unto ſuch a ROCK of OF. 
FENCE, and STONE of $I[#7ABLING. But how, wherefarg 
and for what End, 1 ſhall by and by make manifeſt in Anſwers to 
the following Queſtions. | 

How hath he been then (and is) in all Ages a Stone of ſtumbling, 
«nd Rock, of Offence ? which is the Third Queſtion, | 

I Anſwer , Not that he is ſo in hs Own Nature (as before) ng 


that he is laid ſo by the Lord ; but he being contrary to the Nature 


of that which leads Marin the fall ; and is begotten .in the fal 
that which leads Man in the fall, and that which is begotten in Ma 
by the fall ; having ſuch a near Similitude and Relation as the ſam 
Fleſh and Spirit, carries Mar againſt that which is ſet of the Let 
' to Redeem Man out of it. That whichis come to Redeem, the 
Lord hath ſet in #« Way; and againſt this, rhat which brought, 
and keeps Man in the fa# , Leads, and by reaſon hereof , Man 
_—_ of heeding that which is th2 Loving Kindneſs of the La 
to bring him back into the ſtate in which he was before he fell, he 
becomes Enemy to that which is ſet to brings him back, and to 
lead him into the Way again ; that ſo an may be kept whereby 
ts, Even in the tate of Perdition, and that for Ever, For, Ma 
bzing become an Enemy to that which 1s appointed, or laid by 


the Lord to Deliver him ; without which there can be »o Salys | 
tion : how he can chooſe(or how can it be otherwiſe whilſt he 111 | 
this ſtate} but miſcarry. For a Mar will not (willingly) be bd 


by that unto which he is an Enemy ;, And ye who were ſometinn 
alienated, and Enemies in your Minds by wichgd Works ; jt ul 
he hath Reconciled, ſaith Paul to the Saints, aud Faithful Bit 
thren in Chriſt, which were at Coloſſe, Col.1.2,21, ey 
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if Teſus ; Ve mho-ſometrmes were far off, are made mgh by the 
(of Chriſt; For he 1s Our Peace who hath male both One; and 
bath broken down the middle Wall of Partition between Its ; having 
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n dlifhed | in] bis Fleſh the | Emmy] Even the Law of Commandments 
; contained in Ordinances for to make | in| himſelf of Twaine One New 
ut Man; ſo making Peace,, and that he might reconcile both unto God in 
Fe One Body by the Croſs , having ſlain the | Emmy] thereby ; and came 
G ind Preached Peace to you which were afar off , and to them that were 
[{0 


web ; for through him we both have an Acceſs by One Spirit unto the 
Eaher, Epheſ.2.11, to the 19. 
' WW Now, what can be a greater Bar againſt the Salvation of a May, 
BE then to be 74//ed up in Emmry againſt that which is to Deliver 
on BW bw? and what greater advantage can an Ememy have upon a Max, 
K BW thento make h;»»an Enemy to hu Deliverer ? And what greater 
l; W Policy, and Art can be uſed, then ſo to make a Mar whois in the 
a WY fer of Eternal Condemnation ? Yet, this is the ſtate of all Men 
" Bl byNatwre; and the Condition in Which the Lord finds. Every Man. 
Fa, In Emmnity againlt that which he hath ſet to Deliver him. 
ine Wh For -5f when we were [Enemies] we were reconciled by the Death of 
it, Wl brSor ; Much more being reconciled we ſhall be ſaved by his Life, 
lo i And not only ſo,bat we Foy in God through Our Lord Teſus Chriſt, by 
wi i whom we have | ow] recerved the { Atonement) Ram, 5 10,11, And 
ie Wl thais Deceit indeed, and a ſubtile Device in the Enemy ,' ſo to 
110 W make 2fan to that which is his Peace, And, indeed, it is hard 
i Bf whebelicved howit is , and that a fan could poſſibly come to 
la teſodeceived of the Dev, till his Eyes bein Meaſure Opened, 
by MY andh+ come to ſee how it is ; and they who have come to lee this 
+ I} big Working, -have ſpoken of it,to be a Device maſt ſubtile ; for, 
SY whatcan be greater then by Artifices , and Pantipgs,to render that 
Lel tbe-the ozely Enemy. to Mar, and to ſet him againſt it as fuch, 
" BY which is bs choicelt Friend , and without which he is Undone for 
Ewer,' A miſtake, zwdeed, to the Purpoſe ( as Men uſe to ſay) of 
mil aP»rneſs 3, For what can be fue: or More Deſperate, then 
bir? (2 ** - "fol 


20) 


for a Max who is in the Condirion of the G reateſf Wound ; 16h : 
led outin the higheſt Oppotition to that” which 1s the Onely RE © 


| medy 2 And hoy can a az b: held wore falt , or made moreſlje 


by an Ezemy, then i be pofſeſſed againſt ſuch a One with th 


reateſt hatred , and to be raiſed vp ſ- againſt hin who is'þþ 


- Kh Friend, Even bz» without whom he cannot be D-livereqs | 
yet this is the caſe as to my. They are fallen from God by T1 refs 4 
greſſion ; that which led them into the fall, holds thems in Capti. | 
vity ; Willing they are there to continue , ' becauſe ehey ſee nor # 


” by 
WT \'s, 


where they ate, nor what doth lead them, Yet in a ftate of Deuah 


they are ; and the Waythey walk in,ts the Path to Hell, Now they 
cannot come to ſee this their ſtate ; Nor be Redeemed out of it, 


but by that which ſhews themzit, and ſtands in'therr Way to che | | 


their Career, and ſtop their courſe unto the Pir ; which is Chi 


Feſus , the Light of himin Every Man ; who is the Tight of the | 
e Warll, 


World, which Lighteth Every Man that cometh into t 


which is come to Redeem Mas out of the fall, and fromthe 


bands of him that hates him, of his Enemy ; and Ged hath laid 
him in Sion , (in that of him») for that purpoſe , which Auſmenth 


>» 


to God, as a STUMBLING STONE, a ROCK of OFFENCE, hh 


which whenſoever Mar is Tempted to Evil,ſhews him Evil ; the: 
Grace.of God which hath appeared unto all Mer, Even the 4p 
pearance of Evil, and ſtands in his Way to Evil ; So that _ | 


this Rock he muſt go ; he that is the Rock of Ayes ; which { 


in h;s Way to offend him ; to keep him of ; and at this Rone'ly Wea 
muſt tumble, and over it he muſt go if he doth do Evil. Now for W's 


ſuch to be raiſed-up in Emmty againſt this ; for the Enemy who 
hathihem.in Ss and leads them into Evil ſo to Decetve rhemj 
as to ſet chem in Hatred againſt that which (hews them Evil , and 
the very Appearance of it, and ſtands in thery Way thereunts,anl 


ſo into the Pit ; | 
which they know is Truth , and that that 15 Evil which it fad 


and ſtrives with :hems that they may not Perilh; I it, 


againſt, and that Ewil is the Way unto the Pit , unto which As W# 


hrs, and the Tate Jun 


ſmers that of God whichis in then; which itheſſes to Gol, al Boy 


ſhewes them all that Ever they do ; the _ | n 
of. their bearts; and to Deny that this is Truth ,, which 1s' ms 


feſt inthem ; and to hold this Truth in Par ighteenſneſ; - andtoly' wi 


it is. not the Chriſt ; It is not the Light of b:m that Lighterb Bus! 
_ Iy Man that cometh into the #orld; Thit it is not able to ſay 
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Wark is able to hew; [for that which ſaves ſhews, and that which: 
ww fever; and hethat doth the One isthe Orber, Chriſt Feſony, 
oigtme to ſave that which was /oft ; who ſhews. what is of , and 
whath done-its and what holds it, and whither it tends, and 
Wones the /exce of theſe things ; as a Mar that is made ſenſible by a 
able Stone., and a Rock, What doth this Argue , but that 
ah are Dead in Treſpaſſes rand Sins, and that the Enemy hath 
Shijdz fore Game: with chem ,. and made them to-put themſelves 
MWofras lies in them, and as in this tate) Out of a Capacity 
Wor to be Deltvered. - | | 
8 Now:, if Mer never had the ſence of theſe things, or a Witneſs 
nthew that it was ſo ; It were ſomething Excuſeable ; (though the 
Wl wasnot bound to hi Creature, but as he made him Upright, 
theſought out 2477 Inventions, ſo he ſhould be fild with hes 
Mm Doings, and the Forks of his hands ſhould be given him) but 
kemakes it the more Intollerable, that ſ#ch things as theſe are; 
Mol jet 3fen follow that which leads into the P:t,knowing it to be 
W; and hate h;»» that Reproveth in the Gate ; The Voice of Wiſe 
Wu which cryeth wthour, and Uttereth her Voice in the ſtreets; 
We —45 in_ the chief place of Concexrſe (Read me within) for 
Mereibeſe things are to be found; and to that Which is within is it 
Mokeo) in the Enrring of the Gates, and in the City ſaying, How 
ſje imple Ones will ye. Love Simplicity, ard the Scorners Delight 
tirirScormng , and fools hate Knowledge. T urn ye at my Reprodf ; 
ler and your Souls ſhall Live, 'I ſay that Men ſhould rife againt 
x; ſhould hate this, ſhould be Led into a Hating of thes, a 
ifngagainft this, and be ſo deceived by their Enemy, what will 
woe Intollerable in the Day of the Lord ? what more Inexcule- 
Me'and what more Matchleſs Deceit can there be then his 2? 
r,amre to be Avoided 7 - + 7 0ft DTS? 
In Zevellc. of Love I write theſs things, and in tender Compaſ- 
"that Her may. ſee their ſtate, and mind to be Delrwered, and 
Wobch waits to Deliver them, and which is ſet for that pur- 
tle thatyſo the Day '6f .rherr Calamity. may. not. come upon ther 
es and the Night which ſhall neverhave.End. For, ths 
tlie fron the: Lord whoſe Work it is, That his Spirit will not 
Wonfirivewith Fleſh ; with whom þ# Spirit hath been long 
ng, and upon whom he hath long waited ; but the Day of hs 
JW $iuffering will have an Exd; andit is Drawing near, yea it is 
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very neer, yea even at the Very Door ; and then Men will kn W- 
what they have been Doins, and what hath /ed them, andinwiy MW! 
State they are; and whom they have refifted, and what theyhyn 
gone Over, and at what they have riſen, and how they have nes, 
Ie&ed their Precious time, and not known in their Day the thing ib 
that Concern their Peace : For a ſore Day is near, ſuch a Diwali 
Never was ; wherein Men ſhall know in hes World, what thei 
have been Doing, and the #rath of him who: is Lord and Kin: 
whom they have Rejefted ani! Deſpiſed , and Trampled-upon, wil 
7#n Over, and reſiſted, and would ot have him to Reign-Ow 
them ; and then Po will be rherr Day, .and ſad will be their Gyp 
for Ever and Ever, | : F Rn 
. And theſe things are writ for Mer. to Mind and Confider mij 
be too late, and the Door be zur, and there be »o Enteriney/ullfiſ; 
the Word be gone forth, He that unjuſt let hins be Unyuſt fill;ulliſ 
he that ts Filthy, let him be Filthy ſtill ; and he that 3s Rightinu, i 
him be Righteous flill ; azd he that is Holy, let him be Holyftil; li 
the time 1s:at hand, And behold I come quickly, and my. Renaliif® 
with me, to'give every Man as his Wark, fhall be, ſaich the Lad; 
Therefore People all be Ye all Warned, and Md; whiltulli* 
Long-ſuffering waits upon Yos, and the Lord waits to beG 
o4 ; left the Day of Your V ifitation paſling Over, it be toolariWi 
and with Prophane 'Eſau ye find »o Place of Repentance, thourhilhiſ® 
ſeekit (arefully with tears ; For Friends, this [ know. Certanii*" 
from the Lord, it is yet bur a little time, and theſe things willbi® 
accompliſhed, and theſe things will be fulfilled, and Tow hulls 
hall ſee it, the Eyes of this Generation ; and You ſhall remendiliſ# 
in that Day, that theſe things have been told Yow, and Te took 
Warning, ( I ſpeak to ſuch who ſhall notrzoke Warning ) andil 
they are now Witnefſed upon You ; and Whether You will bend" 
wot, or Lay ir to heart : The things are ſo, they are Sealed, 
Done : He that 45 Hnjuſt, let him be Wnjuſt. ſtill ; and he than hgge® 
thy, let hin be Filthy ſtill; \and he that rs Righteous, let bim be Ly Ye 
reoxs fill ; and hecthat is Holy, let him be Holy. ſtill : And bebdtiW'® 
come i qnickty,: and ty Reward 1s with me, to'give Every Maran,” 
Fork. ſhall bes” Sd mind Fe all, (for the-rime."is at band, -and1a® 
ſhall Witneſs it, - And theſe things am / moved of the Lov” 
Almighty,. to Write unto Tow, that 'Te may Know that the urine? 
at hand, and that it is Near, Whether Toy will hear, Ornitey*: 
ther Tox will forbear. , 
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© Cenfider People, and mind whillt Ye have time, leſt the | 
"Wickcome upon Tow, and there be an Exd ; and trifle not away 
We precious Time, leſt the Day. of Sorxow come upon.zou, of 
10s will know no End : It's Love that ſpeaks to To z It's the 

'® Wael; of the Lord that Afoves to you ; It's that which will /augh 
VM. ar Calamity, and 2ock, when your fear cometh; who will 
athear- when Long-ſuffering is at an Exd, and the Lord will not 
Wire Mercy ; though you may mock/atit xo, and make a Jeſt at 
4s Lot's Sons in Law did, when he told them what was coming 
the icy, which Þe had received from the Angels, he ſeemed to 


be — 
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as One that Mocked ; yet the Fire came,and they were Con- 

wdmho Mocked : And, a5-it was in the Dayes of Lot, they did 

, a, they Drark.,, they Baught, they Sold, they Planted, they Build- 
1.8; but the ſame Day that Lot went Oat of Sodom, it rained Fire and 


hafome from Heaven, and DeFtroyed them all : Even thus it (hall be 
{ike Day when the Son of Man is Revealed : And asit was in the 
. lWgrref Noah, ſo ſhall it be alſo in the Dayes of the Son of Man ; 
- dd Eat, they Drank, they Married Wives, they were given in 
omagt, 111 the Day that Noah Entered into the Ark,, and the 
W came. and Deſiroed them all. And this I have certainly Recei- 
xd from God, that ſo it will be in the Day of the Lord ; and ſo 
the D.;y of the 1.ord come, and ſo will Mex be in the Day of 
k Lord, which wilk.come upon them as a Thief ia the Night ; 
when they ſhall ſay Peace aud Safety, then ſudden D:ſtruition co- 
Winer them, as Travail upon a Woman with Child, and they ſhall 
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Tinofore Fear and Tremble all before the Lord God of Hoſts, 

beige Glory to him, for the hour of his Judgments # come,which 

Wl detevealed upon the Porkgrs of Imqguity, when the Day of 

mn Viſitation is Over, and the Meaſure of their Iniquity is wp; 

i ne Cord hath ftayed and waited /ong, and ſent Warmng upon 
- rene, and Viſitation upon Viſitation, and bis Witneis hath 
CaO reachc in Tow, and you know Ye ſhould not do the rhings 
Id are done by Tex, and yet ye will do them: Now what.can 
wr, and What can the Lord do more for you, than to reach hw 
Weis ingoz, and to quicken zhat which teſtifies to hims, ſo that 
Mes unto h;»2, that you ſhould not do ſo and ſo, and that ye 
"3% according as that of him witneſſeth in jou, and yet you 
" Ut fo and ſo. Now More cannot be done for ou, 1 n to 
: ring 


(nm), "ml 
bring Tex to the Path of Life, ro that which will dire& Twty 
will heed it, and bring Tow t6 God ,, to him who is the Saviey 
the Soul; whith ſhews ye all your goings aſtray, ail | 
as loft ſheep , and how the Enemy vth Tow , and leads Tow; 
what he leads Tow into, and \vhat will be the End of tholedhins 
and that the Ed of thoſe wag. is Death ; and that the Juiljmn 
of God upon ſ#ch as do thoſe things are Faſt , and will leave} 
without Excuſe, If '7os will-not' hearken'to this , if TowWiltn 
be Guided by thzs ; if Tow Will-not give up to be ruled byiky 
There is never another way to God , to Salvation , ye mult Dei 
your Sins, ye muſt Persſþ Everlaſtingly. 3:8 

So the Bowells of my Love are moved to Yon, and for Top, th 
Tox may know in this your my the #h1gs that belons tap 
Peace, Ere they be hid from your Eyes ; for this / reſtifie untol 
1 the Name of the Lord, whoſe Word I ſay again it is, andMy 
what I ſay : That when Ozce the howr of your Viſitation isOhy 
and your Day cloſed up; Ton will not believe though On # 
f om the Dead: I ſay Again,and Mind what [ ſay, you will ue hel 
thouph One ariſe from the Dead, For then the t1e of Reyna 
will be Over yoxr heads ; And 1u:quity being got Overthe} 
and having Covered the #itneſs , that wherein is the Placed] 
pentance,and having filled 7o# up, that will not hear , noiſe 
Tou to hear ; for it hath got the ſtart upon-You, and runyOn 
the Flowud 1s Come, and will ſweep ye away. —_ 

So in Bowells of Love I fill ſpeak unto you , and / couldIy 
| beſeech you, I could Even come upon #zy Knee ( as it wett 
and for you all, that ye would receive hims who ſpeaks from Hem 


4 
4 


T wb” 5 > - -* . = "= n Le -" ”_ X = 
5 WG ED OO T_T TC ny 


= 2 =- -. = 


that ye would be Reconciled to God , who is inChrift Jejmr # 's 


culing the World unto himſelf ; and not imputing unto them tl 
Tranſpreſſions ; who turn to hims, to that of him that calls i 
them, that ſhews them the Way , that ſtands in rhery Way tot 
them to God ;, which is laid by tne Lord in the Way tot 
Men to him. In Sion, in that of him, which anſwers ul 
hiz>, Witneſſes for him; for other where it is not laid; 
when this is Covered Over which witneſſes to him, atidit 


not heard ; then that' which 1s laid in the Yay will not n 


found ; for it is laid in Sex, in that of hyp till it ariſe w#, 
Worms that will never Die , and a Fire that will zever 20 out; 4 


then it will be ſad for yo, when that ſhall Fudge-you which uit 


i fv; and that ſhall Condemn Yow which would have ſhewn y* 
Mercy ; and that Live in Tow an Everlaſiing Puniſhment, which 

=<#|dhave b2en to Toa Life Eternal, i 18AT 

= For-eh4s is the thing , 1f ze defire to know it , and the Sum of 


ny | > Maiter. If that Live not in Tow, which moves You to God, 


-dſhews 77 Evil ; and if You live not 72 it, andbe guided by 
tg Je will live in Tor, a Pumſkment for Evil ; and that from God 


rEver and Ever. And when the Meaſure of your Iniquityis | 


Filed up, To# will know 1t, - But 7 would ye knew it before, that 
whilſt the Day of Long-ſuffering is, I would, and it is the Deſire 
of: wy Soul,and [ am moved of the Lord , whoſe Bowells in we are 
tTw wards, that ye knew that that witneſleth, and that ye would 


ol beauhered unto zt, before the Decree bring forth ; For, when the 


*Dqif Over, Iniguity Will fill ye up, and 5t will be too late ; there 
'millbe-»o/place to bear , the place of Repentance Will not be found, 
Vol bfitis.in that which anſwereth to God ; which Im1quity hath Co- 
"8 tered Over, and ſo the Spirit of the Lord ftrives vs More , nor 
null re bs Arms ffrerched out to gather You ; but the ſpirit of Imguity 
nal 1 rule in Tow ; and the Cart- Ropes of S1n Will draw Tow: an 
fenbo' hath filled Tox, will lead Tow forth againſt rhat which hat 
Nifted To# , and againſt chem 1» whom 2 lives; and Tow will do 
# things againſt that Name, by which ze might have. been ſaved, 
nt which waited to ſave Tor, but ye would not. Then that 
mich Yiſiced Tow , Will ſuffer by Ton, andall thoſe in whom it &, 
mill come to ſuffer by Tox ; and the Spiric which hath Murdered 
tle uf in 7ox., will carry ye out to Murder them in whom. is the 
If, and to try them, and-to make them paſs through Deep Tri- 
mation, whom the Lord will Uphold by the Right hand of his 
Poner, to Endure that which he ſhall ſuffer that Spirit by Yow to 
ns upon them ; as a Teſtimony unto-them, and unto Vow, that 
Gr in'them, and that ye are of the Dew, till ye have done your 
##k, and the Lord ſees it is enough ; and ſtops your hahd:;, and 
knbles To into the Pit ; with that which hath led ye forth, there 
bbetormented with it for Ever,and Ever, Y 
"--Fors "this let me tell-Yow, and it may be as a Sign unto Vow; 
mt when 7e are let /ooſe to Do.what 1s D=termineq upon the Peo- 
Wot the Lord, for Tow to Do, which the Witneſs of God in You,of 
"0, yet keeps ze from , andye cannot yet ger Over, becauſe of 
mat 7, which #irnefſes. for them ; and to the Long-Suffering 
tCutyerwaiteth; then your Day is atan End , and the hour of 
4 D your 
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your Viftation is Over, and you are filling up your Meaſure for we 
| + meme you are filing up y fot 
Therefore, heed whilft ye have time , for afſureJly as Ty ſu 
do-rhofe things , ſhall the Dzy come upon You ; and aſſurelly y 
thoſe things are done, is your Day Oves; and this Nw 
Wrneſs to we Every Ore that is found here in the Day of the 
Lord: Th:refore Confider and be Wiſe, and rh not headlong in 
Deifirattion; For the: Lord will enable hs People to endure,thity 
rhen:-which is of him ſhall {ve in them, Doe what ye can, &cam 
them through all ye ſhalt be/#ffered ro do unto rhery And (hall oj 
as Lord and King in Tow, and Execure upon You the Fatgeme 
that is wricten, This Honoxr have all his Saints ; and Rule for Bug, 
' So fear the Lord , and give. Glory unto hins (I ſay a94in inthe 
Mowngs of the Lord) and heed that which is latd in your Way t 
ftancble at, to offend Now, to turn 4 to- God; and be nolonoerde 
ceived by yow Enemy,who ſeeks your hurr ; for as it is ſaid toly 
before, Ic's the greateft D2ceit that can be /maginable , for 
xo hz Deceived, as to riſe up againlt rþar, and hate char, whichi 
to Deliver rt , and without which zt cannot. he Delivered; 
' As for Ioftance; If a Man ſhould be fallen into a Defpe 
Leth1fgie ;, Or,: any other Morral Diſeaſe, out of, or from mhid 
itis Impoſſible for hims to eſcape without the help of ſuch 2 One 
is ſet before him, If the fo Diſcaſed Man ſhall be raiſed up za 
his Phyfitian, with: ſach-Prejudice that he accounts the Phyhuaz 
as bis Mortal Enemy , andſtambles at wharfoever he. Preicribe 
unto him, and" is offended thereart; This Man certainly in tt 
eſtimation of all according unto Mer,muſt miſcarry, andwill 
accoanted by al! ts be the moſt grievouſly deceived ; and catin 
bz thought porn blank to be: more miftaken, nor more deſperately 
then ity ſuch x Peint as this. | | 29 
"And yet'{ as [ have ſhewed ) This is the Caſe of all Menu 
famble at the Stumbling-Stone , and are offended at the Rekl 
Offence; at that which 18 the Ordznaxce of Gad to Salveriongodi 
2:4ny 2s believe and are carryed out againſt rhis. Their Cale 
Deſperate ; 'atnd No Mens More , and Na Men can be muretl.; 
Taken ; Nor can a Decdir lead more miltezious and Dannableplllify 
thit which leads unto this; - 7 \ -- 
This then'is of great Weight, and worthy the whj/e well to uh 
into, and Marwrely to'conſides, how Man came at firſt to be: n 
deceived , and thw1to be led againſt that which came , and) - 
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"addiver 1m, by the Enemy who ſeeks to deſtroy him, and hath 


hwin ſubjefiion ; and how it comes to paſs, that the Experience of 


th fore hut through all Ages, hath not yet ſo Awakened the Ge- 


ard of Mer, and opened their Eyes, ſo as to ſee their Ene- 
£9, and bis deceit, and to be turned to the Lord, 

4a Order hereunto, / ſhall ſhew how Man came into the ſal, 
1nd how be is held under it by h:s who hath him under,and againſt 
kwwbo is come to deliver him, | 


Mex thus came into the fell; It was not by ſirength of Art, nor 
1 Sopbyſtication of the Enemy, ſo much as by bes L—_ in the 


wy, When he ſought to deceive him, when be hearkned to,and 
Palied with hw, andreceived h# Suggeſtions into his Mind as 


Mater to {onfeder ; When he gave zt place by Confideration,. and 


Opened the Dgor, then the Exrmry, entred , and beirig in,then 
te mought for himſelf : and that of h1z2 being entred, It became 
Mm, in Man the Zye, the Ear, the Hard, the Foot, by 
wich he ſaw, heard, atled, and went to Every thing, Hnſuſpeited 
«Mw ; becauſe fav had letit 17 as that which was good , and 
kdproſtrated allhe had unto /r. So the Enemy got into a Diſ- 
kd put himſelf into a tape to Enter, and having Entred, 
ils Diſguiſe , this ſhape faſhioned Mar into its Image , and 
made bw like unto.it ; who was made after the [mage of God, and 
mslike God, whilſt be ſtood in thar ſtate, and that of God ated 
ih, and was bis Eye, his Ear, bis Hand, and hss Foot, and 


6 | Didalt for him ; or Whilſt all that he did , ſew, beard, or Ander- 


hs bythet of the Lord ; Or, the Spirit of the Lord in him; 
Or; the Sox/ that ke had made Or, the breath which h: hat 


ilk heathed into himz, Axd the Lord breathed into May the Breath of 


Wl bifegand. Man became a Living Soul ; after the Image of God Created 
"rw rm Righteouſneſs and true Holtueſs; 


_ Naw here lay Adar's hurt at firſt , and here the Þurt of all Men 


uy eat eb;s Day, who are in that Nate ; In that he hearkned<o the 


received him, Let himin; not ſo much that the Exemy 


© Wabe todeceive-bim; For, his coming to deceive him had fisni- 
Wh, if Zfar had kept Entire tothat in him in which he was 


de; which as of God , which would have ſhewed him his 


"Jieny,, and have kept him out. For, whilſthis Eye was Single, 
_ 1 ivr kepr there, it. was Jwpoſſible that he ſhould have been De- | 
4G decauſe the Exe of God in him could have No Fellowiup 
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wi.h the Enemy , Nor admit in , Upon avy Account ; nor fin. 
nor accept him,forzrs Nature is contrary; But May lettinginty 


Enemy , and giving his Conſent, that which he ler in becamek; 
Eye, and ſo Darkned his as to the Eye of God ; whichsſas, y 


diſcovered, and which it pt out ; Or, brought under, Andy 


his foolith heart became Darkyed , and ſaw nothing but according 


unto that which put it under, Fi 
And when the Woman ſaw,that the Tree was good for food, apdyl 


it was pleaſant ts the Eyes, and a Tree to.be deſired to maky One tif 


(here the Enemy got in, and ſhe ſaw with his Eye) ſhe took of th 
Fruit thereof, (when Luft hath conceived it bringeth forth $s. 
and Sin when 1t is finiſhed bringeth forth Death) and did Eat (hen 
Jhe Joyned with the Enemy, and they twain became OzeFleſh)al 
ſhe gave alſo to her husband with her , and he did Eat (here th 
became the berrayers of One Another into the ſame Perdition,)! 
Now ſhe had /et in the Serpent, , Who had ſaid unto her; Ty 
hath God ſaid ye ſhalt nt Eat of Every Tree of the Garden? Aulty 
Woman ſaid unto the Serpent we may Eat of the Fruit of the Traty 
the Garden,but of the Fruit of the Tree, which is in the midſt if th 
arden ; God hath ſaid, ye ſhall not Eat of it ; Neither ſhall yetm 
x left ye Die, And the Serpent ſaid unto the Woman, yt ſhalt 
ſarely Die, for God doth know that in the Day that ye Eat therif tha 
your Eyes ſhall be Opened , and ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing Good, m 
Evil, And when the Woman ſaw that the Tree was Good fat, 
and pleaſant to the Eye, and a Tree to be deſired to make OnM 
(ſee how the Enmemy now lookt through the 1/024 into whonk 
was got,and how he Fulged in her ; and how her Judgementny 
according to his,who was got in her,thz Ground of her miſcaruf 


; a5hath been ſaid) ſhe took of the Fruit thereof , (as aforeſaid)a 


did Eat , and gave ut alſoto her Husband with her, and het 


And ſs the Serpent beguiled her entring into her ; he being ent 
ſhe ſaw with his Eye, who before ſaw with th2 Eye of God: ff 
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hath ſaid ye ſhall nat Eat of it ; Neither ſhall ye touch it leſt ye Þ 


This ſpake that of God in her ; here if ſhe had abided ſhe hadh 
well ; had ſhe ſtood in the fate in which ſhe was made, which 
in Holineſs , and Righteouſneſs , but ſhe w2nt from this, and 


ceived the contrary ; Tea, chath God ſaid ye (hall not Eat of ty f "Y 
Tree in the Garden : Ye ſhall nat ſurely Die, 'for God doth kyuwi wy 
ja the Day that ye Eat thereof, then your Eyes ſhall be Opened, th 


5 


and; 10 Wit, With that Which was: got-in to her, 'and ſhe 
had Lt in; the Eye of the Serpent, which was contrary to God, 
And here came the fat,and here 1s the true ſtate of Every Man in 
the fafl;be bz particular Condition wore or leſs, That Which is 
theburt ; is-thar which Leads aſide ; that which' deceives , that 
heb makes to miſcarry , is not ſo much chat which comes with- 
mr; and preſents, and Tempts, but that which Enters z which takes 
aplace in Mar, being Enrred; which begets ſomething of us 
Onn; which being begotten, growes up in Man in which he is, 
ad with which Mar ſees , and feels, and Underſtands, which 15 
#mrary to God, and ſo:b2comes the Child of the Devil, a Child of 
Mah, Whereas,were not the Enemy ſuffered to Emer; or did he 
Mo within ; that of God which'is contrary to him,would guide 
Rale. 
And here is the great Myſtery of Zrxgodlineſs ; being Entred it 
typiles the Underſtanding, and puts itintomſtakes , and makes ir 


ll chin that this, and char, is God, and: Good, which.is quite COn- 


gary; afid ſo the Frathof God-comes upon Man, «becauſe that 
hath poſſeſſed his, and leads hims, and hath þ# Ear and h# Heart 
Mich is Contrary to God: And ſo nothing that he doth, pleaſerh 
be; bzing in the Nature, or Poſſeſſed, or Led, or guided by that 
mich is Emmty to God ; that: neither ſees God, nor knows him ; 


i hut doth the Yorks of him of whom it #5, 
WF ::-And here is the ſtate of all Men by Nature; The Nature that is 
= inthe 7ra»ſpreſſion, ( hildren of Wrath, Children of the Devil,be- 
7 queen by tim , the Spir:c that is in them that Fules and Guides 


them, .I do not ſay,that ar as a Creature in the ſtate , wherein 
&wsmade, is the begotten of the Devil, or, the Child of him ; 


nal for God made Man Hpright, and after the Image of God made he him, 
:0 mhighteouſneſs, and true Holineſs ,, and he was the Son of God,and 


eded from him; But the Devil Entring into Man ; Or, Man 
ſfering , or Letting the Devil to Enter into him ; who might 
ave kept þ: out, and was made in that Rate that the Devil had 
10 Part in him2 ; Nor could have forced hins ; the Devil begat hes 


Un Image in hins; a Spirit ir Man which Leads him todo, and 


inhich dorh the works of the Devil natnrally , as a Child ths Works 


wif lim that begat him; and of: that Spiric that ruleth in him, 


Smething is begotten in 2an which rules him ; which hath Con. 
ſented 
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ſented with the Devil, that is Joywed: to hxww ,. that is become hy | 
Bleſh'; thar doth all his'works 1: h1e-;. that doth 47s works; that 
is, of 'þ#s, Root and Generation whicn God hath Curf:,. and hoy 
in the Aliznarion from God z and ntither ſees him ; Not oy 
know him.” So bis Children ye are whoſe marks ye de ; And I hu 
that which I have ſeen with my Father, and ye do that which pe 
feen with your- Facher (faith-Chrift to:the Pheraſees) And ith 
Vhts ye ane-rowhom:ye Obey ard whoſ: aver commulerb Surirthe for, 
var of Sin 4 And if (y6-mere Abrahams Childrey, ye would davk 
Yorks of Abraham. Bat now ye ſeth tokill me ; A Manthat hay 
cold'ye the-Trath which 1 have heard of Gad, this did not Abrabaw, 
Ye do the Deeds of your Father, Ye are of your Father the Dewl, ad 
the Dufts of yout-Father-ye wilddo:; he was a 1Munrderer from theds 
ning, 41d abvde not. in the. Trxith'; becauſe there is us Trathiy 
Bs : when he ſpeakeeb # Loe.,. he:{peaketh of b;s Own + for ew 
Lyar and the Father of it , Jobn $.34,38, 39,40,44. Rom,s.xd, 
And whoſoever ſinneth hath not ſeen him,nertber known him; Hetha 
commurteth 'Sin is of the Devil , for the Devil: fimeeth fromtbeks. 
ginning ; is this the Childres of. (ood are manifeſt, and the C hildren 
the Devil; Whoſoever doth not Reghteanſneſs 15 not of Gad, Newheths 
that lsveth not his Brother, x John 3.'6,8, 10. And inthsflae 
Every Man is accurſed from God , and cannot come near him, fn 
he is a God of Purer Eyes then to behald Ezil ;. nor can be look, ont 
quity, Habbuk. 1.13, He is not a God that bath pleaſure in Withy 
neſs, neither ſhall Evil dwell with him, Pſal.5.4. And there flul 
in nowiſe enter intoit, any thing that defileth ; neither whatſteu 
worketh Abomination, Or maketh a Lie ;, but they which are write 
1n the Lambs Book of Life, Revel.21.27, And without are Digp,, 
and Swrcerers, and Whore-Mongers, and Mrderers, and 1dolzen, 
. and whoſoever Loveth, aud maketh a Lie, Revel:22.15, And the 
reaſon ts becauſe of that-which-1s begotcen' in &:1, whichisi 
Emmity to God , which\ leads Man into the. fame, And bereMan 
comes to be. Cut off from God his Maker, . and to have »o Fellow- 
ſhip with him , but ro have his Portion with h1»9 whom be ſerves, 
in the Lake that burnzth. with Fireand -Brim/toxe, which is\theſfs- 
cond Death. ' e A LOVE Y $1 L11G2 10Þ 16." af 
Now to [ave Man, and to Deliver him'frommhis State, in which 
he is this by Natere, and fromi #rath.to Come; andto bringiws 
into the Srate in which be was before ; the Lord bath laid Stan, 
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alichis ##4cr.): to-guid biws into. the ay again ; and this Roc 
aCbrp. They Drank of the. Sprritual Rock, which followed Long 
1 Rack, was. Chriftt— Said Paul of the 1ſraebites in the Wil- 
iawſe, x Cor. 19.4. And faith O/d Jacob of Foſeph, Joſeph is 4 
putful Bough, Even a fruitful Bough by a Well ; The Archers have 
lady grieued hin, aud. ſhot at hims, aud bated, him , but his Bow 
ewſtreveth ;- and the Arms of his hands were made ſtraug by the 
bands of che fight) God of Jacob; from thence 1s the Shepherd, the 
STONE of 1{racl, Gen. 49. 22,23,24. And, behold 1 lay in Sion 
faFeundation, 4 S TONE, atryed STONE, a Precious Corner 
STONE, « fore Foundation, he that belteveth ſhall not makg baſte. 
Salement a/fam:lb  lay-to the Line, and. Righteouſueſs tothe Plum- 
aut; 4d. the Hal ſhall ſweep away the Refuge of Lies , and the Was 
nfl Overflow the Hiding-place ;' and yaur Covenant with Death 
of be-Diſanulled , and your Agreement with Hell ſhall not ſtand ; 
when the Querflowing Sconrge ſhall paſs thorow , then Ye ſhall be trod- 
lidewn.by it. From the trzme that it goeth forth it ſhall take you ; for 
Merwing by Morning ſhall.zt paſs Over,by Day, and ky N. ight, ad it 
halle e Vexationony towderſtand the Report, . Fer the Bed 1s ſhorter 
tarbet @ Man can retch bimfelf onit, and the Covering Narrow- 
.thes that he can wrap himſelf inar, For the Lord ſhall riſe up as in 
Man Perazim, he ſhall be Wroth as im the Valley of Gibeon ; that 
mg da-bis Fork, his ſtrange Work,, and bring to paſs his. Ait,his 
| frag 12. Now therefore. he. Ye, net, Mackers , leit your Bands be 
wiaſrong - for T bave heard fromthe Land of Hoſt; a Conſumption, 
buy Decermned upon the whole Earth, Ha. 28, 16, to the 23, 
hawhich followed hem, which ſhewed them their Way, which 
naght:berm out of Egrp:, which gave. them Water in the Wilder. 
#6, tbat was the: Reck,,, that the Shepbeard,' the STONE. of 1(- 
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 o$urcthey rebzlled againlt the Lord, and made them a. Malter 
lf, and Murmurred 1n the Wilderneſs, and Committed Fornicati- 
avi the Daughters of Moab, and Werſhipped their Gods, the 


fldef therein the Land of Cavanr, whom the Lord, had Calt our 


kige chem: And: as for :b;4 Man. Moſes, they wapld nat have 
bid Ryte Quer them; and who. made thee. a 'Rwler' aud. a Tndge 
We Ur ?. Said be! that Wronged his. Neighbour, to Moſes, Wile 
tha ed mus a5 thoredid]? the Egyprian yeſterday > When Moſes ſrew- 
gs Be: | "VE e 4 \ 
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ed himſelf to them as they ſlrove,and would have ſet them at One agg, 

and ſaid iinto'them, Sirs, Te ar? Brethren, why do 34 wrongOny i 
mother ? And yt have killed the Pepple of the Lord.” Said ey 
Rebelled'to Moſes and Aaron, concerning Korah, Dathas,'ai 
Abiram, and their Company, the Princes of the Congregations 
roſe up againſt Moles and Aaron; whom the Earth openedhq 
Mouth upon, and ſwallowed 'them up ; becanſe the Earth peel 
her Mouth and fwallowed them. up, and the fire of the Lord conſis 
med them: Who ſaid to Moſes and Aaron, Ye fake too much un 
You, ſeeing all the Congregation are holy Every One of them, aulth Wa 
Lord tu among them ; Wherefore then, lift ye up your ſelves abovt thy Wy 
Congregation of the Lord ? And Moſes ſaid, Even to morrow willy 
Lord jhew who are his ,, and who is holy, | and -will cauſe hint ann 
near unts him; Even him whom he hath choſen, will he cauſe toon 
near unto him ; and the. Lov did fo ,"Nitmb. 16. And they thll i 
him from them. And therefore Steves, when he ſpake to the Ciif 
Priefts, and the Council, when they had him in the Temple beſo 
them, (aid, This Moſes when they refuſed, ſaying, Who made thi 
a Rulerand a Judge? The ſame did God ſend tobe a Ruler and Dih. 
verer by the hands of the Angel, 'which appeared to him in was 1 
For he ſuppoſed his Brethren would have underſtood, how that Gull 
his hand would have delivered them, but they underſtood not, As 
25,26,27,28, 35, He brought them ont, (whom they thus refuſed, 
and thruft thus away, and ſaid" ſo to, and he was forced tofly 
verſ. 29.) after he had ſhewed Wonders and Signs in the Lauld 
Egypt, and in the Ked Sea, and in the 7:/derneſs Forty Yeus 
T his ts that Moſes (ſaid he ) which ſaid unto the Children of Iſras, 
A Prophet ſhall the Lord your Gol raiſe up unto Yon, of your n— 
like unto Me, bim ſhall you hear : This is he that was in the Chad Wi 
in the Wilderneſs, with the Angel which ſpoke to himin the Moint 
na, and with Our Fathers, who recerved the lively Oracles to gi 
 wito Hs,” Towhom Our Fathers would not Obey, but | Thurſt] bm 
from them ;, ard in their hearts tarnued back again into Feypt, ſo 
;ng wnto Aaron, Make Us Gods to go before hs, for as for thisMb 
ſes whith brought Us ont of the Land of Egypt, We wot not whit 
become of him -, And they mate a Calf in theſe-Dayes, art offeres3 
erifice. nnto the 1dol,' and rejoyred tn' the Works of ther Ons hah. 
Then God turjed, and' gave them up to Worſhip the Hoſt of Heavn ; 
As it is written in the Book, of 'the Prophets." O ye houſe of Iran; 
have Te offered unto me ſlain Brafts , and Sacrifices, by the Joo f 
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wes 11 the Wilderneſs ?. Yea, 38 took up the Tabernacle of Mine 
the Star of your God Rempham, Figures which ye made te 
them ; and 1 will carry ye away beyond Babylox,verſ. 36. to 
44; Thus Was it with /ſrael in Egypr, and the #1lderneſs; and 
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ths was the ſfumbling ;) at this the Offence ; and at this they 


d ; with this they were offended ; Him whom God had ſenr 
«liver them. 3 and by whoſe hand he did deliver them, And 
-would think, this were: ſtrange conſidering the Bondage in 
kick hey were , and the Mighty Signs and Wonders Which the 
had ihewed by the hand of Moſes, which made the heart of 
ito fail, and of the Kings of the Land,whitherto they were 
eto Poſſeſs by the hard of Moſes; by whom the Lord had ſo 
unto them, and all that Moſes had ſaid unto them from the 
lakef the Lord, not Oxe word had failed, but they had ſeen 


Nowwhat was the Reaſon of this 2 and how came this to Paſs > 
teaſe and by reaſon of the /p:ri# that Led them ; the ſpirit 
Eaewhbich was got into them; which filled them with Egypt ; 
inde chew ſee nothing,nor rhizk, upon but Egypt z So in their 
whey daparted unto Egypt , becaufe the ſpirir of Egypt was 
lint therr hearts ; and that minded nothing but Egypr, though 
ms the place of they Servitude ; and the Lord after 400. 
according to bis Promiſe, Even the ſelf ſame Day delivered 
wtof Egypt , * and brought them forth with an Ont ſtretched 
phat it wat Egypt that guided, which was got in,that held theme 
re Bondage,not that Which brought chem out, and led thens 


a Wits Concern : Egypt led them in their hearts back again unto 


Wi; t0- ſuffer again ; to be in Bondage again ; who were deli- 
thom-Egypt. The ſprric of Egypt entred in, when the Car- 
bofthe:Egyptians were dead upon the ſhoar, and the 1ſraelites 
lieMighty works of the Lord, and hs Wonders in the Deep ; 
ſans, when they ſaw the Egyptians lying Dead upon the 


x WW nd the Waters Covered their Enemies , there was not One of 


Mit, 'Tben believed they his Words ; they ſang his Praiſe. They 
nie bir Works; they waited not for. his Counſel ; but Luſted 
ngly 12 the /1/derneſs (here Egypt got in) and tempted God in- 
Wit, and he gave them ther requeſt , but fent Leanneſs into- 
I. They Envyed Moſes alſo inthe Camp, aud Aaron the 
40: Lord; The Earth Opened, and Swallowed ap Dathan, 
wy | E 


ang 
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.and Covered the Company of 4628 and a Fire was hindledinlh 
Companies ; the Flame burnt upthe Wicked. They made aC Mut 
Hordb,and worſhipped the Molten Image. Thus they chavged thewGulli 
ry into the Similitude of an Ox that 'Eateth Graſs, They Mr 
their Saviour which hai done great things in Egypt ; Wondroucthiaflln 
is the Land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red Sea.,: Thnwlilh 
he ſaid that he would deſtroy thens; had not Moſes his cheſex (wiſh 
they refuſed, and thruſt from them and ſaid, Who mate ther a Tl 
ard Ruler Over ths ?) and as for this Moſes we wot not what i; ” 

of him, For they underſtood not bzs Wonders in Egypt; thaq 
membred-not the Multitude of bis Mercies ; Egypt thatwuelih 
in, Remembred them not , neither #derflood them which iis 
filled chews up; and turned zh:m back again in their heal 
Egypt ; but Provoked him at the Sea, (Even at the Red Sea)i{ 
had not Moſes his Choſen, (whom they thus thrult from thew)iWii 
inthe Breach, to turn away his Wrath leaſt he ſhould Deſivoytliii 
Yea, they deſpiſed the pleaſant Land (thoſe into whoſe hearts 
was got : which had turned them back in their hearts to Ery)l 
believed not his Word ( whe b:lieved and ſang his Praiſe)wheud 
ſaw the Egyptians dead ; that which ſaw the Egyptians dei 

it, but Egypt, being got 5», and they ſeeing with it, believedyl 

Ic was Egypt, Which could: not believe , which was the cauſe 
that which helieved,which was believed, and its End:to leatagil 

# ; this having Poſſeſſion in them, made rhews not to beliensl 
what work a wrong ſpirit makes when once it is Entred ; anl 
contrary it leads, and how it makes choſe in whom it is as ta 

xy, and not the ſame : for then that ſp;rir hath Dominion, for 
cannot enter, whilſt the Contrary unto it haththe r=le'; andi 

the reaſon why Mer are ſoContrary , and as if they wereinet 
ſame ; becauſe of the ſpirzc that is got in then, and hath thelk 
which is quite Contrary , andbringeth forth th2'Contrary Ti 

So truſt ye not in a Friend ; Put ye not (onfidence in' a Guile; 

the Doors of thy Meuth from her that lies in thy Boſome. Forght 

as ſhonoureth the Father ; the Daughter riſes up againſ#' her Mii 

the Dxughter in Law againſt ber Mother in Law ; A Max 50 

are the Menof his Own houſe :: Therefore, I will look unto the 

1 will wait upon the God of my Salvation; My God will ut 

Mic.7.5,6,7. A Contrary ſpirit hath entred,. which wnif 
Contrary; for as the Spurat 1s that Rules, ſo is Mar in whom 
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mba i Leads ; and ths # the Reaſon , and the Ground of all 
fa wiyitas ſo; becauſe that which hath encred into Max, is the Eye, 
ole for,: the Hard, the Heart of Man, by which be tees , thinks, 
404 does; [as the Contrary Spirit Was the Heart, Eze, Hand 
: Wa ot, before it 4s put under ; and when another SpLtit 1s 
ned it is Put under. So Mar is in Vaſſalledge to that Spirit, 
tic bath-entred , and> which he hath ſuffered ſoto do, Over 
which Ruled h:-> before, & which had the Preheminence;which 
wzentred, Mary Joyneth with; {yea Joyned with before ; O- 
hemiſe it could not have entred ; tor it Man Opened not the 
ey Sin could not enter) and fo they become Ore Fleſh ; and 
wes the fate of af Men by Natare(the Natnre that's in the fall) 
wlhave ſaid ; and the ground why ar is ſo in the fall; and of 
leetring of the fall , Max conſented, Let in the Ezemy, Over 
wiadch ruled hi before, andin the Dearth of that, which he 
ldered for the Other ; that being entred 7#/es Man as did the 
Mer; and in thzs ſtate, the ſecond Adam finds af Men, who is 
bk Ouckmng Spiret , whom the Lord hath laid in Sion a Stum- 
byStone, and Rock, of Offence ; that whoſoever believeth in him 
Wat be aſhamed. And thus he found 1ſrael, and thus it was 
MYfael,” T hey Deſpiſed the Pleaſant Land, as hath been ſaid, 
believed not h;s Word, (here was the Greand of the Change, 
lol!d Let in the other,” and conſented untothar, and given up 
mths, which was Contrary to the Lord) But murmmured in their 
tad bearkzed not ante the Voice of. the Lord, Pal. 105.7. 10. 
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what made'the Stumbling + What the Offence ? What made 
aSwbling Stone? What a Rockof Offence? Againſt what was it? 
lignbe Was it 2 and how came it to be;ſo?and what made it ſo? 


te Morning ſpirit ; the Rebellions ſpirit ; the ſpirit that re- 
md erk to-Egype ; the ſpirit that Luſted in the F4/derneſs ; that 
dy dGod:;- that - forgat his Works'z, that belzeved- nor in hrs 
knthat deſpiſed the Pleaſant Land;that Srrove.with zts Neigh- 
Wandſmote bins ; that Exvied Moſes, and Aaron the Saint of 
mt made ze « Coptary , and in 4 heart turned back unto 
be Loni Thee; 1hre was itthar feurybleds This, this was it that was 
oi 7 bis; this was-it untoWhich 3 is was a Stumbling. Stoney 
rh; wir of Offence; Ewen that which vas ſen to geliver (ony 
008i; was:a: Sri lng Store y and Rock, of Offence, whic 
+48 E 2 would 
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would not have had them delivered, and' which held thwh 
Bondage,and would have returned them thither ; and by teaſa, 
this it came to be ſo ; that they (tumbled at that Stumbliny tu 
- which was laid in Son for their Dzliverance ; and were off 
3t : It ſtood in 37s Way to Egypt ; It ſtood in irs Way to Wubili, 
to Murmaring, to Rebellion, It told them they ſhould not ds, 
that it ſhould not make a Molten Calf, So this Stone theycoul 
Not get Over eafily,therefore at it they ſtumbled ; This Rock; 
could not hew through, therefore they were offended ; and tha wy 
offended, and that ſtumdled,chat was turned from the Ld: will 
that roſe up againſt thar which the Lord had ſet in irs Way wh 
thew,in their turning from the Lord; and to Guide their feetiniy 
Way of Peace. We will not have this Man to Rule over ts, wh 
thee a Fudge ? and.they thruſt him from them : And that whichnylW# 
it ſo, and made them doſo ; was the Spirit of Egypt, of ReheluMi 
which had entred them. In whoſe Way the Stone was laid, and 
Rock planted, to keep them from going thitherwards, 
Thus much of the Manner how he comes to be , and is «Sm 
bling Stone, and Rock of Offence, in all Ages ; the Third Oui 
and in Anſwer thereunto. | ©: a 
Fourthly , Wherefore it hath been, (and ts ſo) or the Reaſonif1 
thing ? = 
E Anſwer, The Reaſon or Ground of this is manifeſt , becul 
that is got into Man, and leads Man that is an Enemy to Gulja 
Rumbles him, or makes þimto ſtumble at Every thing that wal 
bring Man to hins, and therewith to be offended, 530 
Hence it cameto paſs, that the Few who had the Lav, 
Lively Oracles, being diverted, or perverted from the rightl 
of .the Law, and the giving forth of the Oracles which was tok 
h em to Chriſt; to Another thing which was never intended byt 
giving forth of the Law, or thz Lively Oracles,to wit, the ſaugiſ k 
up of a Righteouſneſs of therr Own, Or, the Righteouſneſs of if 4 
Luw by which no Man could be Fuſtified ; For, by the Wark if 
Law, ſhall ne Fleſh be F»ſtified, ſaith Panl,Gal.2,16. They ſis 
at that Stumbling Stone , and ſo they attained not unto the Lag. 1 
Roghreouſmeſ: Who followed after the- Law of Righteoaſmii a 
Pherefare ? Becauſe they ſought'it not by Faith (ſaith be Burg Ie 
Ifrat!) but [as it were) by the Works of the-Law. For, (lit be 
they fumbled at that ſtumbling Stone , as it is Written ; Belwd/t j 


FRY” (37) | : = 
Sion a Stumbling Stone, and Rock of Offence ; and whoſoever be-" 


| kwch in him ſhall not be aſhamed, Rom.9.31, 32,33. But the Gen- 
wn | pb«(faich be, verſ. 30.) which followed not after Righteouſneſs have 
% "tuned to Righteouſneſs; Even the Righteouſneſs which is. of Faarh. 
| A what hal we ſay then ? ſaith he,as aforeſaid, | 


"i |-Now, the Law of Righteouſneſs was Chriſt; The End of the Law 
for Rightconſneſs ; For Chriſt is the End of the Law for Righteouſ- 
| wt to. Every One that believeth,ſaith Paul again to the Jews , ' of 
whom he alſo ſaith; For / bear them Record;rhat they have a zeal of 
i} 6nd;but n0t according to Knowledge ,; For they being Ignorant of God's 
* Righreonſneſ. 5, and going about to Eſtabliſh their Own Righteouſneſs, 
- I have not ſwbmiuted Feafſedves to the Rigtheonſreſs; of God For Chriſt 
(faith be)ss the End of the Law for Righteouſueſs to xvery One that be- 
of hiveh;as aforeſaid, Rom. 10.2, 3,4. For Mofes(ſairh he)in the' zext 
ll Words ) Deſcrrbeth the Righteonſneſs which us by the Law,that the 
i Mas which doth theſe things (hall rve by them. But the Righteouſneſs 
which is of Faith ; ſaith on this wiſe , Say not in thine heart who ſhall 
| deend into Heaven (that is,to bring Chriſt down frons above) Or, who 
F'Deſcend into the Deep ? (that is to bring Chriſt again frozy the 
Brad.)But what ſaith it? T he Word ts mghthee, Even in thy month, and 
hthy heart ; That 1s, the Word of Faith which we Preach. For if thou 
ftult confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, and ſhatt believe in thine 
 leart,that God hath raiſed him fromthe Dead,thou ſhalt be ſaved. For 
ol - 1b the heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs; and with the mouth 
wall Confeſſion 35 m22de unto Salvation, 'For the Scripture fanth whoſoever 
| - deleveth on hins ſhall not be aſhamed, For there ts no difference be- 
/, lh threrthe Few, andthe Greek, for the ſame Lord Over all is rich un- 
br ill 10 2hat call por him. For whoſoever ſhall call upon the Name of the 
toll Lond ſhall be ſaved. How then ſhall they call on him in whom they bave 
bill #Ivlieved ? and how ſon they believe in him,of whom they have not 
far beard? and how ſhall they hear without a Preacher ? and how ſhall they 
= rch except they be ſemt ? As it Written, how Beautifl are the 
' fevof them that Preach the Gofpel of Peace ; and bring glad tydings of 
Gd things ? But they have nt all obeyed the Goſpel. For Iſaiah ſaith, 
Ind who hath believed Onr report ? So, then, Faith cometh by hear- 
us ; and hearing by the Word of God. But T ſay, havethey nt heard ? 
3 Vs erily,"therr found went into all the Earth ; and ther Words unto 
| ir Ends of the World. But 1 fay, Did not Iſrael kyow ? Firſt, Moſes 
| ſmh; 1 will provoke them to Fealouſte,by them that are no People ; 
_ hy a fooliſh Nation, I will Anger you. But Iſaiah 15 very - _ 
Ws ale; 
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&Y'& faich » 1 was found of them that ſought me not : 1 was madt muanit. 


uno thews that acked not after me. But to I[rael be ſaith, Ab by, 


long { have ftretched forth. my hands unte a Diſobedient and Gain-lqy.. 


ing Prople,RAmano.5. to.the end,as aforeſaid. For that whichthe 
Law could not do, inthat it was Weak, through the Fleſh, Goll ſen. 
ing hu.Omns Sou in the likeneſs of fufnl Flejh,and for Sin Condemned 


Stnink be Feſh, that the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled | 


Hs,; wha walk not aſter the, Fleſh, but after the. Spirit ; For , thy 


that are after the. F leſh,do mind the things of the: Fleſh ; but they tha 


are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit”; For to be Carnally minds 
ed , is Death, but to be Spiritually Minded is Life and Peace; 
becanſe the Carnal Mind i, Emmty againſt God, for it is ut 


ſupjefi fa the. Law of. God -  Nuitther indeed 3. Can be fo : they 


they that axe in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Bur ye are ot. imuht 
Fleſh , but inthe Spirit, if | ſo be that the Spirit of God dwell man; 
Now, if any Max bath ot the Spirit of Chriſt,he is none of his, Aud 
if Chriſt be in you the Body 1s Dead becauſe of Sin; but the Spwritiy 

ife becauſe of Righteouſneſs. But if the Spirit of him that raiſed uyJe« 
ſus Chriſt from the Dead, Dwell in You ; he that xarſed NA brift from 
the Dead,alſo ſhall quicken your Mortal Bodzes by his Spirit that duels 
[ith in Yom. Therefore Brethren,we.are Debtors not to the Fleſhygeliuy 
after the Fleſh , For, if ye lrve after the Fleſh ye ſhall die ; Butof 6 
through the Spirit do mortifie the Deeds of the Body ye ſhall lvoe, Fay 
as many 44 are led by the Spirit of Ged,they are the Sons of Gad. Far 
Je have not received the Spirit of Bondage again to fear.; but yt bawe 
received the Spirit of Adoptron whereby we cry Abba Father : Thi 
Spirit 3t ſelf beareth Witneſs to Our Spirit that we are the Childreadf 
God ; and if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God, and Joynt Hun 


with Chriſt ; if ſo be that we ſuffer with him, that we alſo may be glu | 


rified together ; For, 1 reckow that the Syufferings of this Preſent tupuy 


are not worthy to be compared wi ththe G lory that ſhall be Revealcd inlls. 


For, the Earneſt Expettatiowof the Creature, maiteth forthe Mans 
feſtation of the Sons of God. For, the Creature was maile {ubjeft uu 


Vanity wo: willingly, but by reaſon of him who bath ſubjeted the jaw 


in hope : Becauſe the (reaturegxt ſelf alſs. ſhell be delivered from 
Bondage of . Corruption, iuto the Glorious Liberty of the Sons of (0 
For, we know that the Mole Creavien -aaucth and, Travellethinpul 
rogccher, until u0w.. \ And ot onely. 7h , but Qur ſelves alfa wt 


i 
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have the faſt Fruns of the $] pers ; Even me Qur ſelves grodu mu 
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But /ehres, parting for the Adoption , to wit 3 The Redemption of Ojir 
4. Ram. $.3.to the 24. +. n 1m; who 
$0 then, the Few which followed after the Law.of : Righteanſneſs, 
ittzined not unto the Law of Rrighteouſueſs ; (Chriſt Feſws the End 
of.cthe-Law for Righteouſneſs to Every One that believeth, though 
chexfollowed after him ; How came that to paſs, Qr what was the 
Rezafor.t becauſe they ſoughtit 'not by Fath ; .but-as it were by 
the Forks of, the. Law + and what was the Reaſor of that> Becauſe 
thy ſtumbled at the Srwmbling-Stone. And what was the: Stum- 
Ming-Stone? Tt was Chriſt the Law of Righteouſneſs; the End of the 
han tor Righteouſneſs to Every one that Believeth ; which was laid 
 wS$ox,which they followed after:; at Which they ſtumbled 5; How 
came'they to ſtumble-?-.Becauſe they were beſides the thing they 
mere out of the Wayofit, They ſought it a3 1t were by the Works 
of the. Law,by which #o Fleſh can be Fuſtified (as aforeſaid) and nor 
bythe Righteouſneſs of Faith, And what was the Reaſon of. that ? 
Becauſe Another thing led them then the. Law.of Righteouſneſs, 
Viz a Rrghteonſneſs of their Own which they ſought: ro Eftabliſh, 
md ſo: ſwbwrred not: unto the Righteouſneſs of God, Ox the Spirit 
- which was againit the Law of Righteouſneſs, Chrift Feſus ; which by 
eRightranſneſs Of its Own ſought to Overthrow the Law of Righte- 
awſneſs; and fa Deceived them which followed. after the Law of 
Righterſveſs, its. Leading them another way ;. Yet as it were by the 
Iighterſneſs of the Lawz.:in the Fay of which the Law of Righ- 
weſneſs Road: ;. and: tharwhich ſought it as.v7 were by the Works of 
tit Lew, 'being averber thing ; niet with the Law of Righteonſneſs, 
which was /a:d in therr Way for them to follow, Even the Kighte- 
maeſs which is of Farth;and they:ftumbled at it(ſee what a varrow 
Pub went between thews, and how the, Enemy Deceived thew,they 
Fete going. againſt the Law of 'R3phteonfneſs,viz.the Right eouſneſs 
ich is by Fezzh; whilſt they thoughtthey followed after the: Law: 
«> foghteouſneſs, becauſe they fought it as it were by the Works of 
he.Lov,by which no Fleſh can bt Fuſtsfied.)So there was the' Miſs; 
thpnpot following after the Law of - Righteouſneſs ,, by-the Righ>+ 
dy whichis by Feub, Which ſaith.onthic Wiſe; Say-wat 83 hy. 
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Ear Whel (Mall aſcend, mto- Heaven f (that 35,20 rung ' BOr'r: 
Chriſt froms nbove ;) or who! ſhall Deſcend inta'the Deep? - (#hat#s to. 
My I again fromthe Dead ) but what ſaith it +: The Word & 
"go ther Evenia thy Month, and in thy heart ; that is the Word of 
= IW F ail 
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83Y Faith whith we Preach, as:aforeſaid;; but ſeeking tt by the-wrluy i 


the Law ; and it was but 4s it were neither : Foy, the Enemy 
with them, as he did with Eve atfirff, not dirett/y Leading they 
againſt the thing, then they might have PRAtNg bim ; ita; 
were by the rhing , Which as it were, Was be 

another way then the thing led ; and ſo -he knew they could new 
come at.the thing. Tea, hath Gol ſaid ye ſhall not Eat of Every Try 
of the Garden ? Ye ſhall net ſurely Die ; for God doth know that inthe 
Day that ye Eat thereof, then your Eyes [hall be Opened, and ye ſhall 
44 Gods, knowing good, and Evil, So, they ſought it by the Workyand 
not by the thizg that did it- ; and that which led them to the 


| from the thing that Did itsto Work. to accompliſh the thing ; withoit 


that which Did the work; made them to fumble at that which Dil 
the Work, which was laid in the Way of that which wrought to ar 
compliſh the Righteouſneſs of the Law ;. without that which Didy. 
So the Works of the Law was to be done + but , Chriſt the Ew 
of the Law for Righteouſneſs to Every One that Believeth, Ve. 
ing not \ſeex , being not followed, the Word nigh Even wn the 
Mouth, and in the Heart, (Who Doth all Our works togethet 
in #s and for Zs; and ſaid the Prophet, Lord thou wilt Ordain Pea 
for Uks,(for thou alſs haſt wrought all Our Works in Us,Iſa.26,12,)ts 


Do the Work, ; which was the End of the Law ; to bring to Chriſt) 


the Ford migh in the Mouth, and'in the Heart ; and to: believe;in 


that which ranſgreſſion had Covered Over, and ſo the Law was ak. * 


ded becauſe of Tranſgreſſion: till the Seed ſhould come to whons the Pri. 
miſe was made, Gal.3.19. which Seed # Chriſt, verſ, 16,1 ſay, thu 
being not ſeen, this being not followed, this being not believedin, 
which was the End of the Law for Righteonſneſs,the Promiſed Seed; 


the Word nigh in theMonth, and in the Heart , which Trangrſo' 


fron had Covered Qver, becauſe of which the Law was added they 
fumbled at it ; and'that which made. them to ſtumble, was that 
which led rhems from it to ſeek Righteonſneſs,as it were hy the mel 
of the Law ; when as the End of the Law was Chriſt; or to Lead 


to Chrift, who did the Work, to b:ms that was mgh the Law write | 


inthe heart; and: the Fear in the Tnward Part which Sin bid 
rarned from, and blotted owt ; and becauſe of whieb the Law Wis 
added; as a $chool-maſter to bring unto Chriſt, the Word within, 
ret to lead from him : wherefore the Law (ſaith the Apoſtle)war 
Oxr School-maſter to bring us unto (| brift, that we might be Juſtiful 


Faith 


ſides the thing ; andy 
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aafer, For ye are all the Children of God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Gal.2,24,25 426. SO then, here was'the Narrow Path; and here 

hnwif, and could never come (by reaſon thereof) to that which 
7 followed after, to Wit, the Righteouſneſs of Ged ; they ſought it 

it were by the Works of the Law , when as they ſhould have be- 
ved in that which did the Work ; the Word nigh in the Momth, 
din the Heart,Chreſt Jeſms,the Promiſed Seed , which the Law 

Was School-maſter to bring #nto ; and therefore was added ; The 
ht it 45 ut were by the Works of the Law , by doing that which 

teLov ſaid, and not by Faith, by believing in that which did the 

Mark. which the Work, of the Law, or what the Law ſaid Pointed 

anto,and was the Exd thereof, For,by the Works of the Law ns Fleſh 

an br Fuſtified (28 hath .been, often ſaid) therefore God gave not a 

thas 4 it;vere' to recover Man, or to bring Mas to-that which 


"I" 


irrecover hz» who Was Fall to plunge him into an /pepoſſibt- 
ligof the ching, that was not God's End ; but to the End he gave 
itz that it might lead to hi» who did Recover, and whom he had 
pointed thereunto ; Who d:4 the Work, the Law required. For 
wet the Law conld wot do, it being weak. through the Fleſh; God 
lahing his Own Son 1n the likeneſsof finful.F I, and for Siu (on- 
lamed Sinn the Fleſh.(hete's the Law of the Spirit of Life,which is 
Chriſt Jeſus , which made him free from the Law of Sin, and of 
Deeh; « he ſaith, ſRom.8.2.) that the Righteouſneſs of the Law 
might be fulfilled in Hs, who walk_not after the Fleſh, but after the 
Sprit > a$ hath heen ioftanced. And at ch# they ſtumbled ; which 
lgiathe Way, and was 1gjd.in the Way a. Stumbling-Stone to that 
Mich ſought Ryghteouſne 5] Another thing then by Faith , viz. 
he Ryghteonſneſs Which is of Faxh: ; and that which made them to 
e, was that which guided them, which had deceived them. 
Mbzt the Law of Righteopſueſs it was,that was the Stumbling- 
Seto that. Which fought Righteouſuiſs 45 it were by the Works 
\Loyi: And.that ; which-ſought Righteouſneſs as it were by the 
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L/ Wihtche Law, was'that which ſtumbled-at, that Stuns ang= 


e. Law of Righteouſneſs, and made them ſtumble therear; 


S w 


a Ka the reaſon thereof. Ang. /o, j rael. which followed aft er the 

ba Rigbreomſwtſs,hacb not auayred toche Law of Righteous 

We lent refer og ore 
J} 


ex, of \ 9] 4's. he 
f the Ley. .S0 they tmbled at that » rumbling- tone, And 
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but after that Faith 1s come,we are no longer under a Schost- FS Tp. 


ak 40 the Reaſon, or the Ground of the os was this ; Becauſe Anil " 


thing led them, or they ſought it by another Way then the Levy 
Rt: reonſneſe, the R: ghreouſneſs of Faith, which was that which 
funbled at the Stumbling Stone , the Law of Righteouſneſs, which 
Was laid a Srumbling-Srone in S10n, and a Rock, of Offence tothe 
which ſought it 4s 2t were by the Works of the Law , by whichn 
Fleſh can be Foft ified. | 
And this 1s the Reaſon why Mulritudes of People in all Ages hays 
and at tþ#s Day do. ftumble at the Stumbling Stone , and ſtrike + 
vainſt the Rock of Offence, Chriſt Jeſus ; who is laid in Sion a Stn. 
ling Stone,and Rock of Offence, that whoſoever belicveth in himmg 
not be aſhamed ; ' Becauſe another thing leads them, then that of hy 
which leads «zto hins ; though it is him that they 91nd, unto which 
be 45 a Stumbling Stone, and Rock, of Offence,and ſo laid of the Lin 
'. Andthwis a thing wotthy tobe minded, andiit hathiin ita 
great Depth ; Even the Reaſen why People who Profeſs Chrif, 
ſpeak of Chri/t, and Own in Fords, and follow after Chrift, ad 
Qdefire him, and Confels that there is »o Salvation without his; 
.and ſo Expe& Salvation from him, and. yet come ot at his, 
but are'Enexies unto. bim;. It is becauſe they ſeek not after hiwn 
the Fay of him, but in Avwother Way; 'and after Another Wy 
.theri that which is of biz, are they Guided ; which thoxgh itſtim 
to lead to him, yet is againlt him; and ſo they are deceived (may 
. of them) all their Dayes, till :hey Drop into the P:r,and it ſhuti 
Meuth upon them, The Reaſon 1s, becauſe the Enemy that is gati 
them, Covers Over the matter, and leads them hood-winckt a1 
Were into Hell, out of which there's — hpager ring by whom le 
ing vided, they favour nothing batWhat.is of him, and ſonmit 
Eminicy againſt that which is an Enemy nnto him, Even as the us 
led ; and ſo become the Authors of therr Own DeſtruRion. 
"And ths is the Endof the Lord (in A»ſwer to the f/th Quit 


the End of the Lordih all rh&, or bis Defign thereinzts, Thuthh 
ple might be ſeved * For,the Lord ſeeing the tate of If 
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F himſe 


that © [, af 18, [41 my Me, an | 
to this, that he nay fomble It his, and-not'ger Over; tht 


S—— 


Viz,#hat is the Exd of the, Lord in alt;or bis Deſign thereint) ny 


anin the * WW 
and how the Exemy hath deceived him, and leads him into the fg 
fac, and Moves u ito bims,. a arherefore'hath placed in Ss 

h mſelf 1 Myr a Stumbling Stone , and" Reck of 'Ofenget. 


Rock may be in bis Way , and be may come to Conſideration, ſie. * 
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Fen that at Which he tumbles. 


g his ſtate, he may heed that which & near to deliver him ; 


.:And this 1s Great Loving Kindneſs, and rich Mercy of the Lotd 
tofaten Man ; to deliver bins. For, Man could not have thought 
of zh, nor have known in what Rate he was, tilt he had been 
wnbled-into the Pit, were it not for this ; and had not the Lord 
{ettharin bi Way at which he might Rumble, whereby be might 
heavakened, and know bu Way,and where he is. And this *« be- 

dab,an exceeding bigh favour, that,that at which « Man ſium- 


bes, is t. 
$0 Trmb is near ge People, Chrif the Way, the Trath and the 


life; the Way to God, the Way to Life ; It is that ar, which ye 


fumble; which chat leads ye to ſtumble at,which leads je from God; 
Jet from 1t ye cannot go ; for God hath ſet it in your Way, thatye 


might furvble at,and be gathered unto #8. 

And this 1s manifeſt ; For, when ze go about Ee/,is there not 
{bing , and do not you find it? that ſtands in your Way, that 
theyis je the very Appearance of Ew1il, and ſeeks to top you, and 


Checks jo , and firives with you ; and Judges you when you have 


tuneit ; and calls upon yos, Saying, O do not this Abominable thing 


that wy Soul abhorreth, Why will ye Die O houſe of Iſrael ? As I live 


ſurhthe Lord , I deſire not the Death of a ſinner , but rather that he 
wm twrn aud Live, Hear and your Souls ſhall Live. The Voce of 
Wim that cryeth without ; that Wttereth her Voice inthe flreets ; 


the crjeth 17 the chief Place of Conconrſe ; 1n the Openings of the 


Garin the City; aud Utitereth her mords ; Saying, How long ye Simple 


0 ber mill ye love ſimplicity, and ye ſcorners delight in their Scorning, 


n_ ad fools hate Knowledge; Turn ye at my Reproo . Behold I'will porr out 


wSprit wpon you ; 1 will makg known my Wards unto you, Becanſe [ 
vrabed, and je refuſed ; Ihave fretehed forth my hand, and no man 
wade ; but ye have ſet at nought all my Contſel , and wonld have 


Pb of my Reqroof : Talſo will laugh at ”=_ Calamity ; I will mock. 


oi eajour: fear cometh, as Diſolation, ay ul 
-" St; when: diftreſs, and anguiſh cometh upen you. Then ſhall they 
"> my k me,but I will not anſwer they ſhall ſeck me Early but _ 

Fear 


our Deſtruition as a Whirl- 


b 


Ind mes for that they hated Knowledge,and did not chooſe the 


6 


Wile Lo d; They wonld none of my Connſel ; They deſpiſed all my Re- 


Wy Therefore ſhall they Em of their Own Way, and be filed with 
y F2 _ 
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' where Er is, and what leads him, and whither be is going ; and 


| * 


' and the Proſperity of Fools ſhall Deſtroy ther,” But 
| unto we ſhall dwell ſafely, and be quiet from the fear of Evil, Proy x 
_ 20. to the end. This is the Voice of Wiſdons, and what ſhe ſpec 
. Gold and Precious Stones 1s Not to'be Compared with it. The Foes 
- the Lord,that is Wiſdew, and todepart from Evil,that is Under 

ang 3. The Fear of the Lord it the beginning of Wiſdom ; A gud thy 


for Ever; and the hearkning to this Delivers from the Fear of Evi, 

- and.cauſeth to Dwell ſafely, and to bz quiet from the fear of Bui, 
. byt where this z5 nat hearkned to, Deſtrutton will come, and thy 
 ſwsftly; and that which called upon” you, 'and you would not hey, 
- will got hear you when ye'cry, but will laugh at your Calawiry, and 
mock when jour fear cometh as Deſolation, and your Deſtruction 

a Whirlwind; when Diſtreſs and Arguiſh cometh upon you, The 
; {hall ye call on me (aith Wiſdom, but 7 willnot anſwer ; ye ſhall ſert 
' we Early, but ſhall not find we; for that ye hated Knowledge, 
? 5 not chogſe the Fear of the Lord; Ye would none of ber Coun- 
ell, - ye deſpiſed all' her reproof, Therefore ſhall ye Eat of jur 

* Own Way, and be filled with your Own Devices. For the turning 
. away. of the ſimple (the not hearkening to,: but rwrming from thi 
- Vaiceiof Wiſdom,” who ſo calls upon You, ſhall ſlay you, and yur 
- Proſperity { ths Proſperity of fools)* ſhall deſtroy you; but wha þ 
y $46! HONOR Wiſdom, (is that ſo calls upon-them) ſhall Dil 
.. ſafely, and be quiet from the fear of Ew1/, 7 0:04) ll 
* I ſay,is there not /#ch a thing in yos that reproves, and Judges 

+ Jou, that ſhews yow- Evil, that firives with you, that ſtands 1mmw 
i Way,turn ye whicher ſqever ye will ; and ſo calls upon you, (0 tha 
.. 36 cannot do any Evil, but'ye muſt go againſt it ; ze muſt 20,0 
it, yemuſt tumble at it? And is it not rich Loving Kindneſs,and 
great Mercy that itis ſs,and that it is thus Long continued tom, 

' andſo mary years ? And doth it not concern you now.'at laltto 
. Mind it, now 1t 1s come ſo near you, md made ſo plainunto jt 
. And ſhould ye not open your Eyes, atid ſee 7owr. way, "and beicor- 
,,verted, .and healed > And is if not time” for you to-berhink jr 
ſelves; and to confider,where jo# are, and to turn unto the Link, 
; Who Rands in your way (and plated this for this purpoſe) town. 
. yo« from Death, into the Fay gf Life and'Peace > 1 aka - 


”. 


their. Own Dewees ; For the turmng away of the fiople hal pt 


who 1s in the Place of HWnderſtanding ; whoſe Price is above Ruhr, 


: derſtanding have all they that do thereafter : The Praiſe of it Evan 
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JeTratb, and the Zife, ſaith hear whom ye ſtumble,who Rands 
injor Way, to Evil, which ſhews,and reproves it,and 1s ſet of God 
tchur purpoſe. (Behold this Child 15 ſet for the fall, and riſing again 
of many in /, ſracl ;, and for a ſign which ſhall be ſpoken againſt ; yea a 
Sed ſhall prerce through thine Own Soul alſo, that the thoughts of 
nur) bearts may be revealed ; ſaid the Simeon to the Mary of the 
Child Fefws, Luke 2. 34,3 5-) He that followes me ſhall not abide in 
Dekneſs; ſhould ye not. hearken unto thu ; ſhould ye nor Mind 
kW? and be guided by ths ? And is not that yowr Enemy that 
leads ou again(t ths, and in Oppoſition to the ; which Rands in 
wWay, and which the Lord hath laid in yours, to turn ye unto 

We , . 
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-Andis not it a great ſottithneſs,and a high Degree of ſtupidity, 
ad Madreſs , for a Mar to run againſt rh#s ; to ſuffer himſelf to 
ecanyed our againſt this; ang the Declaration of this ; which 
hes him chz5, and to. hate this ; and to Oppoſe, and ſeek to De- 
ſoy thoſe whom the Lord hath ſext to turn hi» unto this ; to be 
ſdeceived as to turn againſt this ? 

AUppoſe a Mar were in a fierce Career in a Path unknown toa 
(man Pit, into which he muſt fall if he come unto it; If a Mas 
fall Rand in þ:5 Way who ſees how it zs, and ſeek to hinder him 
tht ſo runs, on Every hand from running into it ; and when he 
pits here, and puts there,ſeeking to Avoid him that Rands in his 
Wa, be that ſo ſtands in his Way , ill puts before him where 
ret hecurns ; and ſeeks to hinder hi», whereſoever he moves, 
adat length will not ſuffer h:z2 that runs. to fall into the P:r,un- 
kihego Over him; and yet he will go Over him, and ſo fall into 
teP5 will not al Men conclude that hear of this thing, that 
ts Man was. Mad (eſpecially when he. had full notice of this 
thing, and knew it was ſo )-and that another ſpirit led, him, then 
tht Which is Natural/,which ſeeks to preſerve the Body not to De- 
ſajit? And will not all men who ſhall underſtand how hs friend 
Mtaltood þ:7 on Every hand ; -and at length would norſuffer hin 
fofall in-tH be tan Over br, Judge, that that his friend had done 
kIhmoft to keep him from the. Pit; and that it was bis Own 


fult that he fell into.it > -.., | . er 510? 
v{Eyenſo,when the:Lord ſhall ſet a Bar in your Way, ye that xun 
{eifiunr: Sin: 3 A ane for Ton to fiumble as; a Rock to offend Tow: ; 


Wtefend Tow,off.;, Sothat,turn on which hand ſo Ever ye will, 
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there it is, that which ſhews ye, that which Judges Yau OY b 


which Checks Tox, that which reproves Tos for Evil, thatwlig 
Arives with Tex, that which Rands fill in your Way, that which 
ſeeks to keep ye from the Pit ; Is it not. a Madneſs in Tow, wy 


doth not that Spirit lead Tow which 18 in Oppoſition to God, and yy} 


Good,and is your and God's Enemy, and holds ye in Caprvity;hy 
runs ye againſt this, and raiſes You at this, and makes je hate oh, 
and the Declaration of this ; and ſets ye againl(t ths, andyh 


who come to ſhew ye this ; and: whom the Lord ſends to turn'y 
unto God , that your Souls may live? And will not al knowins 
Men Judge ze to be ſo, and that ſuch a Spirit leads Tow, andihy 


Yeu are beſotted to go Over this, and run againſt this, when y 
know ye ſhould do otherwiſe,and that ye ſhould hearken unto thy, 
to that which ſhews ye Evil, and Judges it; and that itis 

to hearken unto zt ; and that ſuch things lead unto the Pt, md 
that it ſtands between Yo# and /t ? And will not al ſuchMa 
Judge, yea, the Witneſs of God in Tow which is Privy unto dy: 
Do, and to this; unto which Iſpeak, that the Lord could not 
wore (as I may ſo ſpeak) then he bath done for you , in plady 
ſomething in your Way, thus to withſtand Yew to the Pit, andy 
keep Tow out of it ; that whereſoever ye turn,it ſtands in your wy 
between Tow, and /t; to turn ye from it, to ſhew ye what it is,atd 
how near,and to lead Yox into the Path of Peace; and will not 
and it Judge, that ye are left without excuſe, and that jourÞs. 


ſtru&ion is upon yowr Own heads ; yea, doth there not ſonnhy 


ſometimes ſay /oin Tow, and Juftifie the Lord, if he ſhould 
You, and Yos heed it not? why, then do ye ſuffer your ſelves the 


thus deluded by the ſpirit of Deſtruftron, from the Path of Pear, 


ſeeing that it is ſo near Yow, that which would deliver Tos, thaty 
are upon it; Ir is that at which ye ſtumble, with which ze ared 
fended it is /r ? | 5 
Ts it not time that yowr Eyes were Open ; and that Tow (aww 
ſtate, and what an Exemy this is that ſo deludes Tow, andhathſs 
1n Captivity ; and whither ye are going, and what ye are doing; 
and how You are Enemies to your Own Peace , and run againſtpir 
friend, and hazard your ſelves for Ever, and Ever. _ 
| into confideration,what could the Lord have done fore 
that hehath not done ?eHow wary years hath he waited upon Ju! 
How oft hath he warned Tow > How oft hath he called upan1s 
and ſttiven with Tow ? How oft hath be been refuſed ? Roy 
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: [hog to ſtep into Erermity, ina Moment,and je know not whither ; 
_ | 
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fe born 2 Hath he need of Yow,that be ſeeks after You? Can 
Marrbe Profitable to the A/mrghry,as he that is wiſe may be Pro- 
uble ro bimsſelf > All my Goodneſs ( ſaith David) Extends not to. 
te; £007) Beaſt of the F orreſt is mune (ſaith the Lord) aſd 
the Cattle pon a Thouſand Hills, 1 know all the Fowls of the 
Mount ans ; and the ld Beaſts of the Field are mine. If 1 
mie hungry, 7 would not tell che: ; for 'the whole World is mine, 
pdihe fulneſs thereof, Pſal. 50,10,11, 12, Pſal, 16.2, Should he 
dyes then Wait on Yox,and Tow will not turn? (Ye will not come 
de he to the Phariſees) that ye may have Life ) ſhould bis 
ms be ill Rretched oper, and ye will not be gathered ? Should 
kcontinually Call, and Cry, and ye will not hear ? Should he al- 
naes rive, and ye Will not return? Should he Day after Day, 
* after year,ſtand in your way, and yox will not come at. 
kw? Do ze think this to be Civil among Men, Sober, or Praſon- 
dh? Do Ta know: ye have need of him ? Is your Breath in your 
Noſtrils 2 Can ye Create a thought 2 Is not your Life a Vapour ? 
lwrDay a/par Long? Can ye tell what will be co Mortow ? What 
will be next moment ? Can ye cauſe the Atr to breath, or the #ind 
thlow, or the Su» to ſhine? Can ye give_Life to 4»y thing ? 
kn.ge your Own Life, Or, what is in Tow ? Are You lure of One 
reach more 2 Can ye make your Cloathes to warm Yow, or your 
neit to give 7o# nouriſhment > Can ze ſlumber oxce, or give it 
hen ſleep's gone from your Eyes 2 Can ye bring the Morning ; of 
whe Night ? Are You ſure the Spirit of the Lord afcer all your 
- ps frive oxce-more with Tow ? If it frive no more (that 
wich Judges Tox;that which reproves Tow ; that which calls upon 


fs; that which Checks you ; that which ſhews ye what ye ſhould 


&) what then will ye do 2 What chen will become of Tow? / will 
maſh jour Daughters when they commut Whoredom ; Nor your 
werwhes they commit Adultery, Ephraim is gruen to Idols, | Let 
we; T how ſhalt not:be a Reprover to this People ; Pray not for 


s i Prople ; Nor lift up a Prayer for them ; Neither make Interceſ- 
FFeopte ; P yer J 
rinem 


\for I will not fear thee, This I will do unto you, J will Even 
fnie.yon; aud Wo unto you, when I depart from you. Do ye well 
tewwo'Tempt the Lord ? Are ye ſtronger then he ? Can ye Reg 
tet your Souls from the Grave ; Or your Life from the Pir ? I8f 
itnoka Price.too great for Toy, and ceaſeth it not for Ever ? Can 
wiear bs Wiath for Ever, and Ever, for a Moment ? Is it no- 


Nox 


Nor where 2? Will hot bis Wrath finck yein a Moment} ?:C 1. 
-paonn then to put all vpga a Breath; and yet ye;know'not wii 
? Can'yerrifle 7t thus with Etcrnity,. and be whos foray. to" 
Ind, and Tempr the holy One of 'Iſrael? If he cur ye com 
ill ye not be tumbled inro "the Pt our of which ye cannor'coinl# 

- time for 7ox ro berhink your ſelves ? T8 ir-nor time to look abour 7 
zime ro Mind? 1s ir not. time tO Conſider ?- Is it not bigh time for Ton 
out of -/{cep; leaſt ye ſ{zep the: lcep. of Death , and never-Ti/e-mg 
will ye Dozif ye are undone for Evcr ? No  Pjrry-rhen » No Compal 
your hour i Over, when the Door is ſhut , ir'is coo Jate',' call * Hl nh 
L5rd,Lord, Open to Us; He will ſay 1 know ye not 3 and the Lord {fed 
rer the Door is thur, whilſt be firives there is b:pe.rhe Doprcis Qpeip; 
whillt he Calls; T0 Day whilſt it is called to Day, if You wil wyl 
harden not your hearts »* as in the Day of Prowcation ; Make haſt; 
Give your Eyes no reſt 3 Nor your Eye Lids ſlumber ,* till Youth 
farance, (how ſmall ſoever if ir betrue) thar it is well with Zou as t 

- 3s Reernall. It's the Word of the Lord'wo Tous whether You wili hea 
Zou will forbear.. Time is. fa97t, yea very ſhort : Yet-a very lintiew 
avill a/be concluded with the Gad whom ye ſerve. Mock not ; ad 
and Aws before Go1; Hear his Voice 3 Know the hour of þ14 Viſual 
member Tou'were warned ; Yera little while , and Tou ſhall. dp 
means ; Remember the Lord a far off ; Draw near unto him. As lint 2 
as Ever had: 4ge ts. or Generation, is this of yours 'y Repents, Dr! Go | 
whiltt Mercy 15 onthe Knee (as it were) whilſt Selvgtion lerks ve” | 
of them thatſe ught me net ; 1-was made manifeſt to them that, MA ho 
mes Ron.10,20,) Left your Day cloſe up-(and tris clefing) and 
Yoni and you never fee Light. 

: The! Lord makes. rhings ve'y plain to Tous He comes very 
knowes what is near ; It's good: for Zou to come to. him ; "IS; 
Zou. th. hear; He would. nor have You Diez, He rather oe 
tirnand Live, he hath ſworn' it 3._There is ſomething in it « anion 
"concerns ye 'ro Mind'5 There's ſomerhing in Tox that's Eternill 
inever "Die ; that cannct; be - Deſtroyed , ſo as'/that it ſhalb''£ 
| bur ir ſhall Zive-in Eternal Wo, or Foy Everlaſting ; Have 
Haye Pitty upon your ſelves, Run nor headlong in10- .De, _ 
POt.an Enemy that ſeeks nothing but ro nndo' Zou, who 15 riot pl 
Te; He would have Tau tormented with him for Ever and Ever ; 
good for Yow 3 3 *Thie Lord knowes it ; -aud what it will bezand thereiap 
toiſave Tow ;: and. purs a Srumbling: Stone in your way's and a Reokd 
to. op-7u,r0 fend 70x'oft in. your Career to Hef, tothe Pit of, Ny 
Sears off, It ſtands in your way, the-Lord hath ſet ir there for thar parp 
it lands ; Heedit 3 Let it ſhew To the way to God; Iris the wo) tt 
in it; For, yet « very fittlewhile, and: time Thall bs no morez'Yob i | 
54nd cloſet __ Tow: Ir is the Word of the Lord-uao: Tone; 
rvants gr M ; SU IO, « Y . * 
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